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SPEECH. 



Mr. M.VNN said: 

Mr CfiAiiiM.VN; Tlicro is a bill upon the Speak- 
er's tiihlo which provides for abdlishitig the sluvis 
trade in the District of C',>lumbia. For three suc- 
cessive days wc liave tried in vain to reach it, m 
the order of tmsines!!. Its opponents have batlled 
onr efforts. Our difftculty is not in carrying the 
bill, but in reaching it. 1 am not without appro* 
hension that the last sands of this Congress will 
run out, without any action upon the subject. 
K?cn should the bill be taken up, it is probable 
that all debate upon it will be suppressed bv that 
sovereisn silencer, — the previou.$ question, ilcnc.e 
i avail mvsclf of the present opportunity, as it is 
probably "the only one I shall have, during the pres- 
ent session, to submit niy views upon it. 

I frankly avow, in tne outset, that the bill pro- 
vides for one part only of an evil, whose remedy, 
RS it seems to ine, is not only the object of a rea- 
sonable dcsire» but of a rifrhtful and legal demand. 
The bill proposes the abidition, not of slavery, but 
only of the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 
My urfTument will go to show, that within the lim- 
its of this District, slavery ought not to e.\ist in 
fact, and does not exist in law. 

Sir, in the first place, let us inquire w!iat is the 
state of tiiiug-5 in this District on this subject' The 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. II. W, Ihompson,] 
who addressed us a few days since, used the folio w- 
iufr language : ^ 

"What is the slave* trade in the District of Col- 
umbia ? I have iteard a >?reat deal said about 'slave 
pens,'— about slaves sold at auction, — and about 
stripping the mother front the child, and the hus- 
band from thy wife. These things may exist here, 
but I do not know of them. Since I have been i:t 
the habit of visitins? the District,— which is from 
my boyhood, — I have never^seen a negro sold here, 
—I have never seen a baud of negroes taken off by 
the slave trader. I do not remember that I have 
ever seen the stave trader himself.! know nothing 
of the 'slave pen' that is tto much talked about. 
It may be here, how&\'er, and these things may hap- 
pen every day before the eyes of gentlemen who 
choose to hunt them up, but for myself, 1 have no 
taste for such things." 

Now sir, if the gentleman means t6 say that he 
has no personal knowledge of "slave pens" and of 
the sUv'o tralHc in this District, that is one thing; 
but if he means to deny or call in question th3 eX' 
istence of the trafRc itself, or of the dens w'aere its 
concentrated iniquities make up the d-aily employ- 
ment of men, that is quite another thing, bir, 
from the -vfcstcrn front of this Capitol, from the 
piasza that opens out from your Congressional 



Library, as you cast your eye !%long the honjton 
and over the'eonspicuous objects of the landscape, 
— tho President's Mansion, the Smithsoniai^ Insti- 
tution, and the site of the Washington Monument, 
you cannot fail to sec the horrid and blaak recepta- 
cles where human beings, are penned like cattle, 
and kept like cattle, that thejr may be sold like cat- 
tle,— as strictly and literally so m oxen and a^viue 
are kept and sold at the SmithfieUi shambles in Lon» 
don, or at the cattle fair in Brighton. In a commu- 
nication made during the last session, by the Mayor 
of this city, to an honorable member of this Hcuoc, 
he acknowledges the existence of slave pens here. 
Up and down the beautiful river that sweeps alor g 
th« wcotcra margin of the District, slavers come 
and !^.-), bearing their frcighv of human souk -to bo 
vended in this market-place ; and afttr they have 
changed hands, according to the forms of com- 
merce, ttcy .-,are rc-trausported,--thc father of u 
family to go, perhaps, to the rice fields of South 
Carolina, the nsother to the cotton fields of Alaba- 
ma, and the children to be scattered over the sugar 
plantations of Louisiajva^ or Texas. 
. Sir, it h notorious that the slave traders of this 
District advertise for slaves in the newspaper.^ of 
the neighboring counties of Maryland, to bedt>liv- 
eied in any j^umbers at their slave pens in this 
city ; and that they have agents, in the city and out 
of it, who are engaged in supplying victims for 
their shambles, bince the gentleman from Indiana 
was elected to thia .Congress, and, I believe, since 
he took his seat in this Congre.s8, one collie of 
about bi.xty slaves came, chained and driven into 
this c'tXy ; and at about the same time another coflle 
of a hundred. Here they were lodged for a short 
period, were then sold, and went on their return- 
less way to the engulfing South. 

Sir, all this is done here under our own eyes, and 
within hearing of oar own cars. All this is done 
now, and it has been done for fifty years,— -ever 
since the seat of the National Government was 
establiivhed in this place, and ever since Congress, 
in accor jaiice with the Constitution, has exercised 
"exclusive legislation" over.it. But the gentleman 
from Indiana, though accustomed to visit thi« Dis- 
trict from his boyhood, has "never seen a negro 
sold here;" he has ''never seen a band of negroes 
taken off by the slave trader;" he does not remem- 
ber to have seen the slave trader himself;" he 
knows "nothing of the slave pen that is so much 
talked about." Sir, the eye sees, not le.ss from the 
inntr than| rom the outer vght. The eye sees 
what the mind is disposed to recognize. The image 
upon the retina is nothing, if there be not an in- 
ward ssi'nse to discern it. The artist sees beauty ; 



Ihc philosoplicr sees rol;it.iun3 of cruise r.nd effect; motivps of our diiy. But thoro in ono cf>n.<?pi'cn?ou's 
tlic l)enevolcnt man catches the sliijlitost tone of exception; there is one Government wliieh closes 
sorrow; but tlie iuscnsiitc heart can \y;uAo through its eyes to th:.i incroasiiii^ light ; \yhich resists the 
tears and see no weeping, ami can live amidst persuas-on of these cnnoblins motives; which, on the 
groans of anguish, and the air will be a non con- grand subject of human liberty and hiiman rights, is 
ductor of the sound. I knovv a true anecdote of stationary and even retrogrades, ■while the whole 
an American gentleman who walked through the world around is adviuicing;slceps while all others arc 
streets of London with a British nobleman ; and awakiiti? ; loves its darkness while all oihers are 
bcin^ beset at every stop of the way by squalid aspirins? and ascendinf^ to a purer air and a brii^hter 
mendicants, the American, at the end of the ex sky. This Governinont, ton, is the one which is 
cursion, adverted to their having run a gauntlet most boastful and vaintflorious of its freedom ; and, 
between beggars. "Wluit beggars ?" said his lord- if the humiliating truth must bo spoken, this Gov* 
ship; hcicc seen none. ^' ernment is our own. In regard to slavery and the 

liut the gentleman from Indiana says, "but for slave trade in this Dist; ut, where we possess the 
myself, I have no taste for suicli things." His power of exclusive legislation, wo stand where wc 
taste explains his vision, yupjjose WilberH)i"cc and stood fifty years ago. Not a single ameliorating 
Clarlcson had had no *'tast>'(" for quelling the hor- hiw has l)ccn passed. Tn practice, we are wljcrc we 
rors of the .\frican slave {rade, Supiiose Howard wore then ; in spirit, there arc proofs that wc have 
and Mrs. Fry to have had no "tahte" for laying gone backward, 
• open the abominations of the pristm-house, and There are now on the surface of the globe two 
for giving relief to the ])risoner. Suppose Miss conspicuous places, — places which are attracting the 
Dix to have had no "taste" for carrying solace and gaze of the wijolo civilized worl t, — whitiier men and 
comfort and restoration to the insane. Suppose the women arc brought from great distances to be sold, 
Abbe L'Epce to have had no "taste" for teaching rtnd whence they arc carried to great distances to 
deaf mutes ; or the Abbe Hauv for educating the suiler the heaviest wrongs tiiat human nature can 
blind; or M. Scguin and «)thors for training idiots, bear. One of these places is the coast of Africa, 
and for educing docility itnd dftccncy and a love of which is among the most pagan and benighted re- 
order from those almost imperceptible germs of rca- gions of the earth ; the other is the District of Co- 
Ron and sense, that barely distinguish them from Inmbia, the capital and seat of Government of the 
the brutes! Suppose these things, and in what a United States. 

dilfercut condition would the charities and thb suf- As far back as 1808 G^ngress did what it could to 
fcrings of the world have been!' llpro.l had no abolish the slave trade on' the coast of Africa. -In 
'Haste" for sparing the lives of the children of Beth- 1821) it declared the foreign slave trade to be piracy ; 
lehcn>, and of all the coasts thereof; ami doubtlosii but on the 3lst of Janviary, 1849, a bill was intro- 
lie could have said, with entire truth, that he never duced into this House to abolish the ddinestic slave 
lieard the voice, in llama, of lamentation and weep- trade in this District,~here, in the centre and heart 
ing ami' great mourning; nor saw, among all the of the nation,— and seventy-two lleprcsentativea 
mothers of Syria, any Rachel weeping for her chil- voted against it,— voted to" lay it on' the table, 
drcn and refusing to he comforted, Ijccause they where, as we all know, it would" sleep a dreamless 
wore not. But, sir, just iti proportion as the light sleep. This was in the House of llepresenttitives. 
of civilizntion and Christianity dawns upon the It is well known that the Senate is still more re- 
world, will m n be lound who have a "tasto" for sistaut of progress than the House: and it is the 
siiccoring the aillicted -nuX for righting the wronged, opinion of manv that oven if a bill should pass both 
It wafi the clearest proof of tho Great Teacher's House and Senate, it would receive the I'i^^ecutivc 
mission, that he had "a taste" for going nbout, do- -reto. By authority of Congress, the city of Wash- 



During the last fifty years, and especially during But, still more degi'adinfr than tliis, there \^ an- 
the last half of these hfty years, the world has made other contrast which w« present to the whole civil- 
great advances in the principles of liberty. Human isod world. The very slaves upon v/hom we hav? 
rights have been recognized, and their practical en- trodden have risen above us, and their moral supe- 
joymciit, to some extent, secured. There is not a riority makes oiu- conduct ignominious. Not Euro- 
(Jovornmont in Europe, even the m^^st iron and peuns onlv, not only Arabians and Turks, arc 
despotical of them ;iU, that has not participated in en\erging from the inhumanitv and the enormities 
the ameliorations which characterize the present of the slave traffic; but oven our own slaves, trans- 
age. A noble catasogue of rights has been wrest- planted to the land of their fathers, are raising bar- 
etl by the British Commons from the British no- riors against the sjjread of this execrable CDmmcrcc. 
l.ility. France 'md Italy have been revoIutioniKed. On the shores of Africa, a republic is springing up, 
Kven the Pope of Home, whose power seemed as whose inhabitatjts were transplanted from' this 
eternal as the hiils on which ho was seated, has 3'>gvpt of bond -ge. And now, look at the govern- 
snnk under the shock. Prussia, and all the Ger- meiit which these .shves and descendants oi' alavt-3 
mani<i Powers, with the exception of Austria, have have pstablisheil, antl contrast it with our own. 
been half revolutionized; and even the icy despot- Tbov discard the institution of slavery, Avhi': wc 
isms of Austria and Russia are forced to relent an- cherish it. A far greater nroportion of their chi dreu 
der those central fires of liberty which burn forever than of thewhite children of the slave States of this 
in the human heart, as the central tiros of the earth Union are :it school. In the metropolis of their na- 
hurn forever at it's core. Great Britain has abol- tiuu, their flag docs not protect tht= slave trafllc, nor 
ished African slavery thro^ighout all hor realms.— wave over the sl-.ivo mart. Would to God that the 
Franco has docliired that any o!je who shall vohm- very ojjposiic of this wore not true of our own. Their 
tarily becouic the owner of a slave, or shall votua- Inws punish the merchandise of human beings ; our 
tarily continue to be the owner of a slave cast upon luws sanction and encourage it. Thcv have erected, 
him by bequest or inhcrit;ui«'e, shall cease to be a and are erecting, forti!ication« and' military posts 
citizen of i-'vimce. Domnark has abolished slavery ahmg tlie slioros of the Atlantic, for seven hundred 
Avherovcr it existed in her poss.-ssious. The Boy of miles, to n'. ovont pirates from invading the domain 
'I'unis, lifting under the light of the Mohamodan re- of thj?ir neighbors, and kidnapping people -i^ho, to 
ligion, has aiiulishod it. The priests oi Periia de- them, are foreign nations. We ope;> market-place:* 
chire the sontimont to have r«mc by Iraditi^n from hero, at the eoiitro of the nation, whera, from seven 
Mnhummed liimsi-lf. "that the worst of nu-u is the hiiudred miles ofcmst, the sellers niav come to siil, 
seller of nuMi." Not only all civilized nations, but and where buvors may come to buvj and whence 
the half-ci vil-zcd. the somi-blrbarous aro actimr un- shn\-> are carried alnvj^t as far from their birtbplaec 
dor the guidance of trie clearer li-ht nnd tlio b.igiuT ar. Africa is from Anioriea. The Governor of Libc- 



i'tg good. 




lia haslatolv TO.idi' rivnyapo to England and France, 
and entered into treaties of amity and commerce 
with thcui ; and he h;is ohtained naval forces from 
thoni; to abolish this traffic in human boings^ At 
the same timo, v*c are affordinj; guaranties to the 
same traffic. Virginia and Maryland are to the slave 
^radc what the interior of Africa once was. The 
rotomac and the Chesapeake are the American Ni- 
iior and Bight of Benin ; while this Distric-t is tlie 
;rroat Government barrticoori, whence oodles arc 
driven acvoss the country to Alabama or Texas, as 
slave ships once bore their dreadful cargoes of aj;o- 
ny and woe across the Atlantic. The very riice, 
then, which were firststolen, hroupht to this coun- 
try, despoiled of all the rights which God had f2;iven 
them, kept in bondage for generations, at last, 
after redeeming themselves, or being restored to 
their natural liberty in some other way, have crossed 
the ocean, established a government for themselves, 
.•tnd arc now setting us au example which should 
cause our checks to blister with shame. 

Sir, there is an idea often introduced hero and 
elsewhere', and made to bear against Uny restriction 
of slavery, or any a^ixdioration of the condition of 
the slave, which I wish to consider. It was brought 
odiously and proniintntly forward the other day, by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ch.vklk's 
Bliowx.] The idea is, that the slaves are in a bet- 
ter condition in this country than they would have 
been at home, It is affirmed that they are brought 
under some degree of civilizing and humanizing in- 
fluences amongst us, which they would not have 
felt in the land of their fathers. 

Let us look, lirst, at the philosophy of this notion, 
and then at its morality. All those who use this 
argument as a defence or a mitigation of the evils 
of slavery, or as s. final cmi^c for. its existence, 
s«>He that if the i)resent th'eo million slaves %vh(> 
nn\V darken our southern horizon, and lill t:.e air 
with their groans, had not been here in their pres- 
ent State of bondage, they would have been in Af- 
rica, in a state of paganism. Now, the slightest 
reflection shows that this assumption has no" basis 
of truth. T^ot one of them all would now have been 
in existence, if their' ancestors had not be&u brought 
to this country. And, according to the laws of pop- 
ulation operative among barbar(ius rations, there 
are now just as many inliabitar.ts, — pagans, canni- 
bals, or what you please,-^!n Africa, as there would 
have been if the spoiler had never entered their 
home, and ravished und borne them into bondage. 
Among savage nations, or nomadic tribes, the p>>p 
uiaticn equals the means of • subsistence. Take 
away two, three, or four percent, of thfi consumers, 
and the vacuum is immediately sappliod. The pop- 
ulation keeps up to the level of tno production. 
Among such ixJoplc, there is always a tendency to 
increase faster than the means oV living increase. 
Take away a part of them, and this tendency to in- 
crease takes effect by its own vigor, — it executes it- 
self. It is like a bow that unbends, or a spring that 
uncoils, as soon as an external pressure is removed. 
Dam up a fountain, and the weight of the accumu' 
lating strata will eventually check the outflow from 
the spring. Sa it is of a savage population. Of 
them the Malthusian theory is true. 

And how infinitely absurd and ridiculous is the 
plea that the slaves are better off here thtn tHEY 
icould have been in A frica ! Go out into the streets 
of this city, and take the first one you meet, — per- 
haps he is a mulatto. But for being here, ho would 
have been a mulatto in the middle of Africa, would 
he ? Take the.-n all, — mulatto, mestizo, zamho, 
and all "the vast variety of man," so far as color is 
concerned,— and if they had not their existence 
here, they would have Had it in Africa ! This is 
the doctiiue. Would they liave had the same 
American names also ? Would they have spoken 
the same language, and worn cotton grown on the 
same field.-} ? The last is just as certain as the first. 



It is all more niUy than the rcpinings of the sillv 
girls who grieved beeaust; their mother i.ad not 
married a certain rich suitor, whose addresses in 
fj:,ri,r itfg liiid rf'jsicted ^ ft)rtl»cs>, SmI^- they, 
rich iCd! should' nave been ! No, not one of these 
three millions of men, women, and children, would 
have been in <?xist(?ni;e in Africa. AU the crime of 
their kidua])ping ; all the horrors of the middle 
passage ; all their suileringii fur two centuries, or 
tii.v generations ; and all the calamities that am yet 
to grow out of their condition, — all these criniOJi 
and agonies are gratuitous crimes and agonies. — 
There is no recompense or pulliat.on for them.— 
They have been added unnocessafily and remor»(S- 
lessly to the amount of human guilt and suffering 
for which the white race must answer in the day of 
account, 'j'he idea, then, of sending the slaves back 
totJidr country is an cgrt^gious tallacy. If they 
were to be. sent 6af A whence they came, it would 
not be to Africa, but to non-entity.- 

If the !tnce.<5tors of the present three rcillions of 
slaves had never been brought here,~-if their da-. 
scendants had nCvcr been propagated hero, for the 
suppoHod value of their services, their pluces woultl 
hiive been supplied by Avhite laborers, — by men of 
the Caucasian racc,-^by freemen. Instead of the 
three million slaves, of all colors* we should daubt- 
Jess nov4f have at least three million white, free-born 
■citizens, adding to the real prosperity of the country, 
and to the power of tho llcpublic. If the South hnd 
not had slaves to do their work for them, thsy would 
haveC'bccome ingenious and inventive like the North, 
and would have en'isited the vast forces of nathro in 
their service,— wind and tire and water and 6tea>}ii 
and lightning, the mighty energies of gravitairan 
and the subtle forces of chcmistryi The country 
might not hjtve had so gaudy and ostentatious a 
civilization n.s at pccsent, but it would have had ono 
infinitely more pur6' and, sound. ■ • ■ 

But admit the alledgcd statement, absurd and 
false as it is: admit that these three millions of 
slaves would have beK nged to Africa if they had 
Tiot belon/;ed to America, — that they woiiUl ' have 
bcf-n bort), of the »a:ne fathers and mother.? there 
as here, ^^o that those, of them who are American 
mulattoes would have been Ethiopian rnulattoes • 
and admit, farther, that their present condition i;* 
better than the alteJnativo condition allcgeil,---and 
what then ? I* ycur duty done? Is it enough if 
you hive made the condition of a man or of a race 
a little better , or any better, if you h&ve not made 
it as mucii bcttc? as yyu can ? What standard et" 
morals do gentlemen propose to themselves ? If a 
fcllow-bcing is stjifcring under a hundred diseases, 
and wc can relieve hhn from them all, what kind 
of benevolence is that which boast* of relieving 
him from on?, and permits hin^ to Bulfer under the 
other ninety-and-ninc ? By the law of natujc fsnd 
of God, the slave like every oJLher t«in«. is entitled 
.to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; ho is 
entitled to his earnings, — to the enjoyment of Im 
social atfection^.-'to the development of his intel- 
lectual and moral faculties,— -to that euUivatitin of 
his religious nature which shall fit him, not merely 
tp feel, but renson of righteijusness, tc«»pcrsnce, 
and a judgment to come; — he is entitled to all these 
rights, of which he has been cruelly despoiled j and 
\vhen lie catches some feeb.e {fUmmering of soi^p 
of them, we withhold the rest, and dyfend our- 
sci>o.s and pride ourscivcs that he i* better off than 
he would have been in som^ other country or snme 
othefcondition. Suppose the Samaritan had boimd 
up a single W))und, or relieved a single pang of the 
bleeding wayfarer who had fallen among thieves, 
and then had gone to the next inn and boasted of 
his b»7icvclence. He would only have shown the 
ditlcrencs between a "good Safnarit».n" and a 
•* bigot Samaritan." The tkievev! themselves ujight 
have done as much. 

But there is another inquiry which the champions 



of slavery have got to answer before Uic wnvhl snd 
before Ileavem ' If American slaves aro hcttor off 
than natlvij Africans, who is to be thanked for it ? 
Has tiieir improved condition resulted from anv 
purposed plan, any well-difjested. systointitizcd 
lueasnre, carefully thought out, and reasoned out, 
and intended for their benefit? Not at all. In nli 
the southern statute books, and lef;islative reeords 
there is no trace of any such scheme. Laws, judi- 
cial decisions, the writing? of political economists, 
—all treat the slave as a thing to make money wijb 
Agricultural societies give rewards for the l/est 
crops. Horse-jockey societies improve the floetness 
of the b:eed for the sports of the turf. Even the 
dogs have professional trainers. But not one thing 
is done to bring out the qualities of manhood that 
lie buried in a slave. Look through the southern 
statute books and see what Draconian penalties arc 
inflicted for teaching a slave to read, — see how he 
is lashed for attending a meeting to hear the wor*l 
of God. On every highroad patrols lie in wait to 
scourge him back, if he attempts to visit fatkrr, 
mother, wife, child, or friend, on a neighboring 
plantation. By day and by night, at all times and 
everywhere, he is the victim of an enerttetic and 
comprehensive system of measures, which blot out 
his senses, paralyze his mind, degrade and brutify 
his nature, and suppress the instinctive workings 
of truth, generosity, and manhood in his breast 
All the good that reaches him, reaches him in de(i- 
anoe of these privations and dis-bilitics. If any 
light penetrates to his soul, it is because human 
art cannot weave a cloud dense and dark enouijh to 
be wholly impervious to it. 'Iher/p are some bless- 
ings which the goodness of God will bestow in sp.tc 
of human efforts to intercept them. It is these 
only which reach the slave. And after having 
built up all b irriers to forbid tho access of improve- 
ment; after having sealed his senses by ignorance, 
and uiore than half obliterated his faRu'lties by neg- 
lect and perversion, the oppressor turns round, and 
because there are some scanty, incidental benefits 
growing out of tho very deplorableness of his con- 
dition, he justifies himself before tho world ai d 
claims the approval of Heaven, because the slave 
is better off hero than ha would be in Africa. Sir, 
such an argument .is this is an offence to Heaven. 
I consider it to be as much worse than atheism as 
Christianity is better. And when such an wgu- 
ment comes from a gentleman belonging to a free 
State ; when it corner from the gentleman from 
Pennsylvanifj, [Mr, Buow.v,] from a representa- 
tive of the city of William Penn ; when he, without 
motive, without inducement, otiers such a gratuity 
to the devil, I can account far it only on the 
principle of the man who, having a keen relish for 
the flesh of swine, said he wished he were a Jew, 
that he might have the pleasure bf eating pork and 
committing a sin at the same time. 

But the subject presents a still more painful as- 
pect. How are slaves made better, and from whiit 
motives are they made better, in this country f It 
IS no secret that I am about to tell. There are cer- 
tain virtues and sanctities which increase the pccii- 
uiary value of certain slaves ; and there are certain 
\ices and debasciuents which increase tke market 
price of others. If a m stor wishes to repose per- 
sonal eonHdcueoin Im slave, ho desires to have him 
honest and faithful to truth. But if he desires to 
make use of him to deceive and cajole and deirnul, 
then he wishes * to make him cunning and tricky 
and false. If the master trains the slave to take care 
of his own eiildren, or of his favorite animals, then 
ho wishes to have him kind ; but if he trains him 
for a tasker or a field overseer, then he wishes to 
have hitu severe. Now, it is in this way that some 
of the Christian attributes of character, being di- 
rectly convertible into nvmcy ar incacy's worth, en- 
hance the value of a slave. Hence, it is said in 
advertiseineuts that a slave is piout, and, at the 



auction-block, the hardened and hc^nrUcs?. seller 
dwells upon the Christian graces and religious cha- 
racter of some slaves, with the unction of an 
Apostle. The pui-chaser sympathizes, ar>d only de- 
sires to know whether the article be a rf?a! or a 
sham Christian. If m;^re bones and nuisdes cum 
pacled into human shape be worth five hundred cI;jI 
Itrs, then, if the auctioneer can warrant the subject 
to have the meckne.ss of Moses and the patiei'.ce of 
Job, tho same article may be worth sevtm hundred. 
If the slave will foi-give injuries, not merely seventy 
times seven times, but injuries inflicted all his life 
long, then an additional hundred may l>e bid foi 
him. If he possesses all the attributes of religion 
and piety, the endurance of a hero, tho constancy 
of a saiilt, the firmness of a martyr, the trusting- 
noss of a disciple, — all except those which go to 
make him feel like a man, and beJievs himself a 
m m,— then that which as mere bone and muscle 
was worth five hundred dollars, is now worth a 
thousand. Sir, is not this selling the Ilnly Spirit! 
Is not this makiv.g merchandise of the Savior ! I* 
not this the case of Judas selling his Masti-r over 
aiiiain, with the important e.xception of the remorse 
that made the original culprit go and hang himself 
But suppose the case to be that of a v.ouian ; sup- 
pose her ability to work and capacity for productiori 
to be worth five hundred dollars; suppose, in addi- 
tion to this, sne is young and sprightly and volup- 
tuous ; suppose the repeated infusion of Siixou 
blood has almost washed the darknes.s from her 
skin; and suppose she is not unwiiling to siibrait 
herself t-i the libertine's embrace; thun, too, that 
which before was worth but five hundred dollars, 
will now bring a thousand. And thus infernal a,s 
well as coiestia! qualities are coined into money, ac- 
cording to the demands of ihe market and the uses-, 
of the purchaser. 

Now, it is only in some such incidental way, and 
with regard to somo-individuals, that it can be said, 
that their condition is better here than it would be 
in Africa. And this improvement, where it exists, 
is not the result of any system of mcasuViCS designed 
for their benefit, but is "the product of .selfish mo- 
tives, turning godliness into gain ; and where more 
gain or more gratification can be obt inod by the 
debasement, the irreligion, the pollution of the 
slave, there the instincts of chastity, the sanctity 
of the marriage relation, the holiness of maternal 
love, are all profaned to give security and xcst to the 
guilty pleasures of the sensualist and dcUiuc-hee. 
Tiiere are individual exceptions to what I have 
said, — exceptions, which amid surrounding. iniquity 
shine "like a jewel in an Kthiop'scar." but they are 
exceptions. Laws, institutioiis, and the prevailing 
public sentiment are as I have described. 

I regard the argument, therefore, of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. DtiO^v.s] not only as 
utterly unsoufjd and false in its proinises. but as 
blasphemous in its conclusions. Common blas- 
phemy seldom reaches beyond e.vclamation. It is 
some fiery outburst of impious passion, that flashes: 
and expires. But the gentleman reasons it out 
coolly. His is argumentative blasplicmy, borrow- 
ing the forms of logic that it may appear to have its 
forrei and transferring it from the passions to the 
intellect, to give it permanency. 

But the uentleman from Pennsylvania retnrti up- 
on Massachusetts, and refers to certain things in 
her history which he regards as disreputable to hei". 
In this, he ha^ been followefl by the gentleman 
from. Virginia, [Mr. Brdin'GEU,] who has pimred 
out a torrent of abuse upon my native Stats, and 
who has attempted to fortify his own intemperate 
a^cusaii )n8 from a pro-slavery pamphlet which has 
been profusely scattered about this House within a 
few days past, and which is not merely full of false- 
h'ods, butis composed of falsehoods; so that if 
one were to take the false assertions and the false 
arguments out of it, there would be nothing but the 



tf.svers1eft.* Sit, I am very far from arrogatinjc for could find ^ resent offences whorcwiVh to upbraid ns, 
>iassBchusetts ail the merits and the virtues which th^y wottlc; nofc Cxb^rae the past. But they cou- 
gh e ought to possess, I mourn over her errors^ and demn themselves, for they sV<iv that cvt'St the re- 
would die to reform, rather than spend one breath suscitation the ssrrors at the. gv«is tliejft 
,lo defend them. The retJital of her offences can more pleasure thftrt a contemph.tion of the virtues 
fall more sadly upon no ear than upon my own. of the Uving. One thinfj certain, the moment 
But it is a« true of a Sta;te as of an individual, that thfi other States shall imitate our present example, 
sept-ntance is the first step towards reformation, they will cease to condemn us for ottr past offences. 
Massachusetts has committed errors; but wken The sympathy of » common dmre for imgroveiueut 
they were seen to be errors, she discarded theat. will destroy the pleasure of crimwation. 
She onccs held slaves; but when she saw that And where, I ask, on the surface of the earth, is 
slavery was contrary to the rights of man and there a population of only eight hundred thousand, 
the law of God, she emancipated them. She ^sas who are striving so earnestly and doing so nv^ch to 
the first government in the civilized world,rri"^ the advance the cause *of Humanity and civilization, as 
■whole worid, ancient or rasdern,— to abolish slavery, is doing by the people of Massachusetts ? Where 
wherever she had power to do so. This is an hon- else, tvhere- universal suffrage is allowed, h a mi.1- 
or that no rivsl can ever snatch front her brow, lion of dollars voted every yepr, by the very me» 
Onee,-—I say it with humiliation,^Rhe was engaged who have to pay it, for the public, free education 
in the sla^e trade. But al! the gold that could be of every child in the State ? Where else, by such 
earned by the accursed traffic, though spent in the a limited ^opuilation, is another milUon of ttoUars 
splendors of luxury and the seductions of hosp.tali- voluntarily voted and paid each year for the salaries 
ty, could cot save the trader himself fram infamy of clergymen aJone ? Where else, where the popu- 
aad scorn ; and I am sure I am right in saying that lation is so small, and natural resources sst few and 
the slave trade ceased to be conducted by Massa- scanty, is still another million of dollars annually 
«husett3 merchants and to be carried on in Massa- given in charitr ? — the greater portion of which is 
chusetts ships, from Massjichusetts ports, before it seat beyond their own borders, flows into every 
was abandoned, fay the merchants and discontitiued State in the Union, and leaves not a nation on the 
in the ships and from the ports of any other com- globe, nor an island in the sea unwater^d by its 
mcreial State or nation in the world.' This, too, U fertilizing streams. Lock into the statute book of 
an honor, which it will be hers, through all tbeim- Massachusetts, for the last twenty years, and yoa 
mortality of the ages, alone to wear. Biit Massa- will see how the whole current ox her leglsUflon 
chusetts, it is still said, has her idolaters of Mam- has set in the direction of human improvement,*-- 
mon. in other forms. It is charged upon her that for succoring disease or restoration from it, for 
many of her childreR still wallow in the sty of in- supplying the privations of nature, for reclaimiag 
temperance; that her spiritualism runs wild in re- the vicious, for elevating all.~>a comprehcnslvonciH! 
ligioas vagaries; and that something of the old of scope that takes in every human being, and an 
ieaven of persecution still clings to her heart. In energy of action that follows every individual with 
vindicating what is right, I will not defend what is a blessing to his home. When others Vill abandon 
wrong. I cannot deny .—would to God that I could, their offences, then let tljc reraeriibri^i of them 
— that we still have vices and ^cicious men amongst be blotted out. ^ 
us. There are those there, as elsewhere, who if But, sir. I think it proper to advert to*tho fact 
they were to hoar for the first time of the Eiver of that I have had other proofs, during the preseftt 
Life flowing fast by the thronfe of God, would^^in- session of Congress, of the same spirit of crimina- 
stinctively ask whether there were any good rhill. tion and obloquy, which was so fully developed in 
sites OK it. There are those there, as elsewhere, the speeches of the geiitleman from Pennsylvania 
whose highest aspirations for heaven and for happi- [Mr. Buow.v] and the gentleman from Virginia 
ne«s, whether for this life or for another, arc a dis- [Mr. BKniNOEii.] Through the post office of the 
tillcry 9nd a sugar-house, with steam machinery to House of Representatives, I have been in thcregu- 
mix the productsy There, as elsewhere, there are lar receipt of anonymous letters, made up mainly of 
religionisj^ who are quick to imitate the Savior small slips cut from newspapers printed al the 
when he strikes, but despise his example when he North, describing Aorae case of murder, suicide, r©fe- 
^cals. bcry, or other offence. These have been arranged 

But, sir, let me say this for Massachusetts, that under the heads of different State8,-M)hio, Pona- 
whatever sins she may have committed in former sylvania, New York, Connecticsit, Sect., and accom- 
times,~whatever dissenters sbe may have persecu- panied, in the margin, with rude drawings bif a 
ted, or witches she may have hanged, or Africans schoolbook or a schoolhouse, and all referred to 
she may have stolen and sold,— she has long since common scliobls, as to theif source. T\vo only, of 
abandoned these offences, and is bringing forth tlie whole number thm collected, originated in 
fruits meet for repentance. And is a State to have Massachusetts, and ©ne of these was a case of Urn ■ 
no benefit from a statute of limitations ? Is a crime eide committed by a man who had become insane 
committed by ancestors to be forever imputed to from the loss o! his wife. Which of these events; 
their posterity? This is worse than non-forgive- in the opinion of ray andnymous correspondent, 
ness ; it is making punishment hereditary. Sir, of ccvistituted the crime,— whether the bereavement 
these offencQ^, Massachusetts has repented and that caused the insanity, or the suicide committed 
reformed ; and she is giving that noble t of atone in one of its paroxysms,— I am unable to sfevi Now, 
nients or eji piations, which consists in repairinst what satisfaction even a bad man eould have in re- 
the wrong that has been done ; and where the vie- ferring offences against law and morality to the ih- 
tim of the wrong has himself passed airay, and is stitiition of public schools, when he must have 
beyond relief, then in paying, with large interest, known that the very Existence of the offences only 
the debt to humanity, which the special creditor is proves that education has not yet done its perfeot 
no longer present to receive, by seeking out the work, I cannot conceive. And what spite, eithfer 
oi>j'.'ctsof want and suffering, wherever they may against an educational office which I once held, or 
belound. Sir, our accusers unconsciously do us against an institution which is worthy of all honor, 
the liighest honor, when* m their Kcal to malign could be so mean and paltty as to derive gratiBca- 
us, they seek for historical reproaches. If they tion from referring me to long lists of offences, only 
one of which was committed in my native State, 1 

*Lect«re OH the Narth and South, ndivore.i in Col- leave for others to ccnjecturs. Surely the 

J: ej;e Hal!, J.nmary 16, 1849. before tlie Youns Mens' Mer- author of these betters must have known little of 
j;anti!e Library Assuci-ition cf Gincinnati. By Elmwciod common schools, and profited by them as little as 
^'sher. he has known. Had he referred to any considerable 



mimbcrof cvlmes perpetrated in Massachusetts, I sides and directs ? Sir, when he first alights from 
wnald take his letters homte and carry them into the cars that bring him within your liiaits and your 
our public schoolst and make them the text for a jurisdiction, he beholds a degraded ca3te,*-^a race 
sermon, in "which I would waTn the children to be- of men whom God endowed with the faculties of 
ware of all crimes, and' especially of tlie meanness intelligence, but whom raan has despoiled of the 
iind the ^vickedne^3S whieh fee^s a complacency in power of improving those faculties, squalid in their 
the crimes of others, or can give a ialse paternity garb, betraying ignorance in every word they utter, 
to them. And, sir, I should bo sure of a response, uncultivated in their manners and their tastes^ 
for out of those schools there is going forth a nobler fawning for a favor, instead of sttmdinff erect like 
band of voung men and women than ever before men who are conscious of right? ; or, if they havfr 
conferred intelligence, virtue, refinemont, and re- outgrown servile and sycophantic habits, then er- 
nown upon any people or community on the face of ring on the side of impudenee and insolence as 
the globe. much as they erred before on that of cringing and 

But whatever may be said inTiitigation or in con- servility. He repairs to his lodgings, and there, 
denihation of slavery el&ewhere, there are special too, all his moral sensibilities are shocked and out- 
reasons why it should bo discontinued in this Difi- raged, by seeing a class of mpn and women hope- 
trict. This District is the common property of the lossly degraded, cut ofFby law and custom from all 
nation.' Having power of exclusive legislation over opportunity ot emerging from their debasement; 
it, we are all responsible for the institutions in it. whom no talent, taste, or virtue can ever redeem 
While slaves exist in it, therefoic, it can be charged to the pleasures and the rights of social inter- 
upon the North that they uphold slavery. This is course. He sees men and women who are not de- 
unjust to us, because it places us before the world graded on account of the services they perform,— 
in the attitude of sustaining what we condemn. It for *' honor and shame from no condition rise,"— 
wounds our moral and religious sensibilities, be- but degraded by the motive and spirit from which 
causo we b»^lieve the institution to be cruel towards the services are performed ; men and women who 
men, and ciuful ia the sight of Heaven ; and yet have no inducements to industry and frugality, for 
we are made apparently to sanction it. It is like their earnings will all be seized by another; who 
that species of inj'astice where a man is compelled have no incentives to self-respect, for they can 
by a tax to support a religion which he disbelieves, never emerge from their nieni^ condition ; who are 
and to pay a hierarchy whom his eonsoience compels bereaved of all the Avondeis and glories of know- 
him to denounce. But the existence of slavery here lodge, under its expansions their natures 
is not necessary to the faith or the practice of our should hurst the thraldom that enalaves them j and 
southern brethren. If they believe it to be a useful all whose manly qualities, all whose higher facui- 
and justifiable institution, then they evince the sin- ties, therefore, are irredeemably and hopelessly 
oority of that belief by sustaining and perpetuating crushedi extinguished, obliterated, so that nothing 
it at home. For this purpose, there is no necessity but tho animal, which the master can use for his 
of a crusade to propagate it, or sustain it elsewhere, selfish purposes, remains. 

Look at the relation which we bear to it, in an- Mr. BuiiDHEAB. Would you advance thu slave* 
other respect. I have been taught from my earliest to an equal social and political erudition vnlh the 
childhood that "all men are created equal.*' This white race ^ 

has become in me not merely a conviction of tho Mr. Mann. I %vould give to eveyy human being 
understanding, but a sentiment of the heart. This the best opportunity I could to develop and culti- 
maximis my principle of action, whenever I am vatethefaculties which God has bestowed upon hinij 
called upon to act ; dnd it rises spontaneously to and which, therefore, he holds under a divine 
my contemplations when I speculate upon human charter. I would take from his neck the heel that 
duty. It is the plainest corollary from the doctiine has trodden him down; I would dispel from his 
of the natural equality of man, that when i see a mind the cloud that has shroudjcd hira in morai 
.man, or a c1e(,s9 of men, who are not equal to myself night ; I would remove the obstruetions tliat have 
in opportunities, in gifts, in means of improvement, forbidden his soul to aspire ; and having done this, 
or in motives and incitements to an elevated charac- I would leave him, as I would leave every other 
ter and an exemplar^ life,— I say, it is the plainest man, to find his level,— to oc(}upy the position to* 
corollary, that I should desire to elevate these men which he should be entitled by his iiit&lligenc& and 
to an equality with myself. However far my own his virtues. I entertain no fears on the much- 
life may fall below the standard of Christianity and dreaded subject of amalgamation. Legal amalga- 
gentlemanliness, yet I hold it to be clear, that no matlon between the races will never take place, 
man is a Christian or a gentleman, who does not unless, in the changed condition of society, reasons 
carry about an habitual frame of mind which shall exist to warrant and sanction it ; &i\A in that 
prompts him, as far as he has the means to do it, case it will carry its own justification v/ith it. But 
to instruct all the ignorance, to relieve all tho pri- one thing I could never understand,— why thos» 
vations, to minister to all tho pins, and to supply who are so horror-stricken at the idea of tneoretio 
all the deficiencies of those with whom he jneets amaigamatioi), should exhibit to the world, in all 
in the daily walks of life ; and, so far as he is ^ their cities, on all their plantations, and in all their 
man who wields influence, possesses authority, or households, such numberless proofs of practical 
exercises legislative power, he is bouhd to t>xert amalgamation. I nevor could see why those who 
his gifts and his prerogatives for the amelioration arraign and ooadRmn ns al the North, so vehcmcnt- 
and the improvemer.t of his fellow-men. This is ly, because, as they say, we obtrude our prying eyes 
the lowtst standard of duty that any one who into what they call a "domestic" or "firesido"" 
aspires to be a Christian or a gentleman can set institution, siiould have no hesitation in exhibiting 
up for his guidance. Now take the case of a man to the world, through all their borders, ten thou- 
from the North, who has incorporated these views sand and ten times' ten thousand living witnesses, 
or aiiy similitude of these views, into his character, that they make it a bedside institution. Multi- 
and wlio has occasion to visit this District. Sup- tudcs of the slaves of the Sauth bear about upoa 
pose him to bo elected and sent here as a member their persons a brand as.iTidelibie as that of Cain \ 
of Congress, or to be appointed to a post in some but the mark has bwn. fastened upon iheta, not for 
of the departments, or to visit this city an public their own crimes, but for the crimes of their fathers, 
business, or to come here from motives of curi- In the complexion of the sl«ve, we read ti\e horiii^ 
osity ; what is the sight which is inilicted upon history of the guilt of the enslavers. They deraon- 
him when he first sets his foot wUhin this com- strate that the one race has been to the other, not 
mon property of the nation,— when he first enters the object of beuevoknce, hut the victim of Uce:i- 
this household, where the head of the nation i-e- tiausnesA. 



But to resuTne : "^Thcn the risiier to this city dens and anxieties of life? Is thdr futiirltj so nn- 
from the North leaves his lodgings, and goes into certain or so. worthlcsis that they need Mo guide to 
the public streets, half the people whom he meets a better country, or tlat ihey can be turned off with 
there are of the same degradea class. Their tat- a guide as ignorant and blin^ as then;.?clves ? 
tered dress and Unseemly man.uei's denote congeni- We go from tfie coui ts and the churches to th© 
tal debasement. Their language proJaims their schools. But no child iu whose skin tl\ere is a 
ignorance, if you iraTe-OGcasion to send them oh shadow of a shade of Africaii complexion is to be 
an errand, they cannot read the direction of a note, found there. The channels arc so put that all the 
or a sign on a shop-board. Their ideas arc limited sacred and healing waters of kpovpiedge flow, not 
within the narrowest range. They speak the natu- to him, but by him. Sir, of all the remorseless ard 
ral language of servility, and they Wciir the li^very wanton crueftics ever committed in this world of 
of an inferior condition. The convictidii of their wickedness and woe, I hojd that to be the most re- 
deplorable state is perpetually forced upon the morseless and wanton whicli shuts out from all iho 
mind. You do not need their color to remind you means of instruction a being whom God has en- 
of their degradation. Color, sir ! Thev aie ofteii- dued with the capacities of knowledgOj^ and inspirefl 
times almost as white as ourselves. Sir, there is with the divine desire Avjo*^. Strike htbi^som and 
not a member of Congress who has not frequently beauty from the vernal season of the year, and leave 
seen some of his fellow-mentibers, iii the spring pf it sombre and cheerless ; annihilate thie hs^mo^les 
the year, with a jaundiced skin naoro sallow and with which the birds of spring make vocal the field 
more yellow than that of many a slave who is bought and the forest, and let exulting Nature become si- 
aiid sold and. owned in this city. I have seen mem- lent and desolate ; dry up/ even those fountains of 
bcrs of (his House to whom I nave been disposed to joy and giadsomeness thiit flc-w unbidden from the 
give a friendly caution to keep their "free papers" neai t of childhood, and let the radiant countcnaBce 
about their persons, lest suddenly, on the presump- of youth become dull and stony like that af age ; — do 
tion from color, they should be seized and sold for all this, if you will, but withhold your profar^jB hanS 
runaway slaves. A yellow complexion hero is so from those creative sources of knowledge which 
common a badge of slavery, that one whose skin is shall give over-renewing and ever-xnercasing delight 
colored by disease is by no means out of danger, through all the cycles of immortality, and which 
To enjov security, a man mu, "; do more ..than take ha ve the power to assimilate the finite creature moro 
care of his life ; he must take care of his health, and more ncarlv to the Ififinite Creator, Sir, he 
It is not enough to take heed to the meditations of who denies to children thciicquisltiou of kn&wlcdgc 
his heart ; he must see also to the secretions of his works devilish miracles. If a man destroys my 
liver. , power of hearing, it'is precisely the same to me as 

But, sir, the stranger from the North visits the though, leaving my faculty of hearing untouched, 
courts of justice in this city ; he goes into halls set he had annihilated all the melodies and harmonies 
apart and conseoratedj even in the dark and half- of the universe. If a man pTjIitcrates my power of 
heatlienish poriods of English history, to the inves- vision, it is prceisj^ly the same to rac as though he had 
ligation of truth and the administration of juiitice; blotted out the light of the sun, and fiung a pall of 
but if he sees any specimens of tlie colored race darkness overall the ^)eauties of the earth an4 the 
there, he sees them only as menials. They cannot glories of the firmament. So if a usurper of human 
go there as witnesses. However atrocious the rights takes away from a child the faculties of 
wrongs they may suffer in their own person and knowledge, or the m&ans and onporturiitles to know, 
character, or in the person and character of wife it is precisely the sarne to that cnildaii though all tho 
or children, they cannot appeal to the courts to beauties ana the wonders, all the magnificence and 
avenge or redress them. If introduced there at all, the glory of the universe itself had been destroyed, 
it is as a bale of goods is introduced, or as an oy, To one who J* p^trrixittcd to know i.othing of thq 
ft a horse is brought within their purlieus, for the charss and sublimities of scienceii all seiooce i» 
purpose o{ trying some disputed questioii of idsn- ^hon-existeht. To one who is permitted to know 
tity or ownership. They go not as suitors, but as nothing of the" historical past, all the past goocra- 
sacrifices. Inthecourts of law; in the temples tions b? med ari* a non-eaUty. Tip onewhose mi^^ 
with which all our ideas of justice, of right between is not made capacious of the future, and, c|>ene«Lto 
man and man, are associated ; where truth goes to receive it, all the groat inteS-cstsi offjtunty hard 
be viudicated, where innocence flies to be avenged ; less of reality than a dream. I say, theremre, in 
—in these courts, atiir entire jiortion of the human strict, literal, phiiosophifal truth, that whoever 
race are known, not as nivin, but as chattels, as denies knowledge to chilfiron works devilish nifFJi 
ciitlle. Where, for them, is the Magna Chart?., cles. Just so far as he disables and inoapacitatea 
that the old barons wrested from King John ? Is them from ksiJwing, he annihilates the objects or 
a whole race to be forever dopraed to this outlawry ? knowledge ; he obliterates history ; he destroys the 
Are they forever to wear a ** wolfs head," which countless materials in the nalural world thiat mighty 
every white man may cut off' ivhen he pleases ? through the medium of the useful arts, be con- 
Hir, it cannot be that this state of things will List verted into human comforts and bSessiDgsj he sUft* 
forever. If all the rights of the black race are thus pends the sublime order and progression of Nature, 
withheld from them, it is just a« certain as the and blots out those wonderful delations of causo 
progress of time that they, too, will have their and eficct that, belong to her unchangeable laws, 
itimnymede, their Declaration of Ittdependenee, Nav, there is a sense in which eucti an impioiis 
their Bunker Hill, and their Yorktewn. destroyer of knowledge may be said to onnihife'to 

Such, sir, are the sights that niolcst us when wc the Creator himself, for he does annihilate the 
come here from the North, — that molest us in the capacity of forming a conception of that Creator, 
hotels, that molest us in the streets, that molest us and thus prevents a soul that was created in the 
m the courts, that molest us everywhere. But the image of God from ever re\?ejving the Unajje it wast 
week passes away, and the Sabbath comes,— the day created to reilect. Such a destroyer ot ktiowlcdge 
of rest from worldly toils, the day set apart for so- dims the highe^ft moral splendor of tlic tioiverso. 
cial worship, when men corae together, and by their God is more to me than a grand and solitary Being, 
mutual presence and assistance, lift up the hearts of though refulgent with 'hfinste perfection'^. t^oR- 
cuch other in gratitude to God. But where now aro templated as enthroned in the raidst of His wdrks» 
the colored populatioa, that seemed to be so nu- His spiritual offspring; "in ail the worlds he ha?i 
1 nero us every where else ? Have they no God ? Have formed become a multiplying glass, rtfflccting hack 
they no interest in a Savior's example and pre- the Original in all the profusion and countlessncsa 
oopts ? HavQ they no need of conc<olation, of faith of infinity. But when the wickedness of man cuts 
iu the Unseen, to help them bear up under the bur- off entire generatioiis\,ai».d whole races from xhb 



<?ivpaclty of reflecting back this radiant image of 
tho Creator, then all that part of the universe 
where they dwell becomes black and refoltiny;, and 
all that portion of the Mirror of Souls which was 
d«^siunod to reproduce and rekindle the glories of 
the Eternal, absorbs and quenches t'»c rays which 
it 6ih iild have enught and flamed with anew, and 
multiplied and returned. And still further, sir, I 
afiirni, in words as true and literal as any thai; be- 
long to Reoraetry, that the man who withholds 
knowledge from a child not only works diabolical 
minic'cs^ for the destruction of good, but for the 
cro?itifm of evil also. He who shuts out truth, by 
the same act opens the door to all the error that 
supplitjs its place. Ignorance breeds monsters to 
till u.p all the vacuities of the soul that are unoccu- 
I'.ied by the verities of knowledge. He who de- 
thrones the idea of Law, b?da Clisios welcovne in its 
stead. Super.stition is the niuthcmatical comple- 
ment of rt'Ii^ious truth ; and just so much less as 
the life of a human being is reclaimed to good, just 
fio much more is it delivered over to evil. The man 
or the institution, therefore, that withholds knowl- 
edge from a child, or from a race of children, ox.or- 
eises the awful power of changing the world in 
which they a.'je to live, just as much as tliough he 
should aunihilatf all that is most lovely and grand 
in tiiis ])lan(!t o. ours, or transport the victim of 
liis cruelty to some dark and frigid zone of the utii- 
vfirse, wiiere the sweets of knowledge are unknown, 
and the terrors of ignorance hold their undisputed 
and riMnorselcss re gn, Sir, the laws recorded in 
tlic statute books of the free States, providing the 
means of education, and wooing the children to 
r«ocLve. tlie blessedness of true knowledge, nre 
worthy to be inscribed as emblems and hierglyphics 
upon the golden gates of H-^iven ; but those laws 
which deform the statute books of the slave States 
of this Union, making it a penal offence to educate, 
human beinga, and dooming immortal souls to per- 
petual ignorance, would make- the most appropriate 
adornment wherewith to embellish with inscription 
and bas-roHef the pillars of the council-hall of 
Pandemonium. 

Sir. if there is anything for wliieh I would go back 
to childhood, and live this woary life over again, it 
is for lh« burning, c.valting, transporting thVil! and 
«!cstacy with which the young faculties hold their 
earliest communion with knowledge. "VVhen the 
panting and thirsting soul first drinks the delicious 
waters of truth ; when the moral and intcllccturil 
tjistcs riud desires rirst seize the fragrant fruits that 
flourish in the garden of knowledge; then does the 
child catch a gliuipse anrl foretaste of Heaven. He 
vegales himself upon the r.actar and ambrosia of the 
gods. Lute in life, this /.est is rarely if ever felt so 
keenly as at the beginning. Such ought not to be 
the fact; but our bodies arc so systematically abus- 
ed by transgressionsi of the laws of health and 
lUe., that the sj'mpathizing soul Icses the keenness 
of its early relish. Even then, however, age has 
its compensations. The old may experience the 
delightiJ of learning, anew, in the reflex pleasure 
of seeing children learn. But thessc lOfty and en- 
during satisfactions, — this pleasure, it is no extrav- 
ngan«o to say, this bliss of knowledge, both for pa- 
,vcrit and child, is withheld, cruelly, remorselessly 
withheld from the slave. We know all this ; we 
see its imbrutiug consequences; and we are com- 
pelled to see theia, because the Governraent will 
uphold slavery here. 

Such, sir, is the spectacle which is presented to 
j?H northern men, whenever for duty, fe-r business, 
or for ple;tsur?,, they visit this nietropolis. Whcre- 
evcr we go, wherever we are, the odious, abhorred 
concuiaitants of this institution are forced upon 
our observation, and become a perpetual bitterness 
in tliccupof life. The whole system, with all its 
.idjuiictS; is irreconcilably repugnant to our ideas of 
jUitko. Wc I'clieve it to be a denial of the rights 



of man; we boUnvo it ti he coatriry to the la'.y of 
God. Whether these feelings wear away by the 
lapse of time, and the indurating power of custom, 
I know not; but, for one, I hope never to become 
hardened and callous to the sight ; for it is a case 
where I could experience no mitigation of my pains, 
without a corresponding debasement of my nature. 

Now, in all smccrity, and in all kindness, I ask our 
southern hretliern, wfiat there is to them so vahiablo and 
denir ible in retaining slavery here, as to be a compensation 
fi)r all the pain and evil which lis existence inflicts upon 
tlie North ? Surely its abandonment here wo>ild be a small 
thtng to them, while its continuance is a great thing to us. 
.It is a great thint; to tis, because wo are'held rc-'ponsible 
for it by the wh')le civilized world. This District is the 
com;non po.ase.^sion of the nation. Congress has power of 
exclusive leeislaMon over it. Congress, therefore, is res- 
ponsible for its institutions as a tnan is refip:insihle for the 
condition of his house, and tbe cu.storasof bis family. The 
General Government is not responsible for the local in.sti- 
tiitions of Massachusetts or of Mississippi. Each of them 
lias siiprome control over its own domestic concerns. They 
may honorably disciiar!»e their debts of rcpiuliaie them ; 
tlio'y may build up institutions of charity, of learnins, and 
of religion; or they may sutfer Snbuniantty and violence, 
ii/norahee and pasanism, to prevail ; and we, here, cannot 
help it, and therefore are not responsible for it. But it in 
wholly otherwise with regard to the institutions that pre- 
vail ill this District ; their honor, or their infamy altaches 
to U.S. Wc are j'id?cd by them the world round. We of 
the northern Htates feel it at liomo ; wc are made to feel 
it still more deeply abroad. Throu.^bout every nation in 
Europe, it is the common language and the common senti- 
ment, tiiat an institution which exists in one half of the 
States of this Union is in flagrant ecuitrast and contradic- 
tion to the theory of our Government. Wiien wo are re- 
minded of tliis, — whether in a kindly and expostulatory 
manner by our friends, or in an ofTensive and taunting one ' 
by our enemies, w 9 of the Notth can say, at lea.-it, that we 
are n<tt responsible fori^. We can explain why wo are no 
more amonahlo for the local laws of Arkansas or Missouri, 
than wo are fvir the Catholic religion su Mexico, or for the 
revolutions in the South Americiin rcplli>li^;.^. This is our 
answer. But they still retort uponiiKj, and nay, There is 
one spilt for which you are responsible, — the District of 
Columbia. You could abulish slavery there if yon would ; 
you do not ; and therefore the sin of its continuance ia 
yours, as mncis so fts if it existed in New V^ork or Ma-sacb,u- 
seits. Now, I a»k fiouthern gentlemen how it is consist- 
ent with masjnanimity ' and Uotior, with a frnteniat feel- . 
inj? towards' the Ni/rtl», for thorn to force the odium ot 
this inconsistency upon us? Surely they gain no credit, 
no character by it ; wo lo.^e both c^iredit and cbarK'.>ter. 
The existence of alaverj' hero is no benefit to them ; 
It is of unspeakable injury to us They wouW 
lose nothins by surrendering it; we suffer everything 
by its continuance. A cbango would work tiiein no 
injury ; it would bo invaluable to us. I ask them 
on principles of common fairness and good neiuhborhood, 
that they should courteously and voumtarily yield' u» this 
point, which would allay much bitterness antl heart- 
burning at the North, and which, according to their view 
of the matter, would fill the South with the sweet savor 
of a generous diesed. 

I know, sir, tliat some southern gentlemen profess to fc8 
a principle in such a course that debars tbem from adopt- 
ing it. They say that if slavery in ihia District should bt.^ 
surrendered, it would only be giving the adversary a van- 
tage ground, on which he could plant himself to attack 
slavery in the States. I di8«eni from this view entirely, 
lias not the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Giddiko^,) who 
U supposed to represent the extreme ants-slavery viewa 
which exist in this House,— hsji be not declared here, a 
hundred times over, that he disclaims all ritrht, that he re- 
nounces all legal authority aiid i retext, under the Consti- 
tution, to lay the hands of this Government, for the pur- 
pose of freeing him, on a single slave in the slave States ? 
But clearly tlie principle is different in regard to slaves m. 
Ibis District, where we possess the power of *• exclusive 
leaislation." But if gentlemen at the South see a princi- 
ple which debars them from eurrenderins slavery in Ibjs 
District, we at the North see a principle which prompts »a 
and will proinpt us, until the woric is accomplihiietl, to 
renewed exertions. On the same ground on which i?lavcry 
in this District has bee r« defended for the last fifty years, 
U can bellefended for the ne.xt fifty, or the next tfve hmi- 
dred years ; it can be defended for ewr. This Idea of 
perpetual slavery in the very household of a republic of 
freemen, is not to be tolerated, and caonot be '.(derated. 
Uut I « M not dwell on tins topic further. I clo.^e Obis 
iirsacb of iny arguuifnt with a proposition which fecm* to 



me Imt fair ftiiil eqnifaMe. Tlio Soiitli has held this nie- 
tropolts ;is H slave capital for fiftv year.*. Let jt now be 
licld as a fVeo c.ipiti'.i for fifty years; aikI if, at the end 
of uu^ periofi, adPipLUe reasons can b<i shown, before any 
D.uion, civilized or uncivilised, upon the face of the earth, 
tiir rcsMiiiiii it t^.^ slavery a^ain, t' for one, sliouhl have no 
lisirs of eiitcrinj.^: into an enguueinent upitn eiir.h a con- 
dition, that it should asain become " a land of E'^ypt 
and a Imuso of bondage." 

N'otwillist inding I have dwelt so ton g \}]m\ the social 
and moral aspects of this subject, I am still ftmptud not to 
foreso tliat which was my principal object in rising, name- 
ly, to submit an arjiiinicnl on the question of the legality 
or constitutionaiity of slavery in this Diftricf. I have Itc- 
Htowod much careful attention upon tliij suhjoct, with the 
sincerest desire of arriving at true, legal, and constitutional 
nvsults. I submit my views with deference, because I 
know thfiy aic in conflict with the views of others for 
whose kriowledge and abilities I liavo the profoundest 
respect. 

The legality <tf slaverj' in the District of Columbia has 
boon assumed, ami [.Tuctically acquiesced in, for fifty 
years. Had the (jupstion of its validity been raised, and 
arcited <in the principles of the Constitution, immediately 
niter the creation of the District, I bcHeye this territory 
would have been declared free soil. In niy conscientious 
opinion. 8la\'ory exists in this . District only by original 
iiMirpation and suhsoquent acquiescence. If so," Congress 
r.innot lie too speedily invoked to abr!iicato tlie jwwer i l 
h;i.t usurpc;!. 

Tne first jwsition f tjike is this, .hat slavery luu no legal 
r/istmee., unlesi) by force of positive lato. 

If any man clainH authority over the body, mind, antl 
isoul of one of In's ft'llow-mon, and claims this authority 
nsiioiily for the whole life of his victim, but a like aii?lior 
iiy over all his descendants, there is no pari of thecjvili/.ed 
world wiiere he will not bo required to show soRie positive 
law, authorising the jiower and ilie bondage. If* t)ie claim- 
snt says, " I am strimuor, or! am wiser than ho ;" or *' 1 
inve an Analo-j^a.Mtu brain, while he has only an Afrirati 
l:r.iin or " my -ildn is white and his skin is not white ;•' 
or " I desrcnded from i^'hcm and he from Ham ; and, 
therefore ho is my slave, "—there is w-t a court in ChrXi- 
toiidom, whicii, thiiujh it may admit the lact, will rnfify. 
file infpreijco. If tiio claimant affirms that it is morally 
riciit f.ir him to snize his fellow-man and reduce him to 
slavery ; if he brings the Bible into court as his law-book, 
and ci'ies Abraliam and Isaac and Jacob and Paul, as hisf 
a'lthoriiios ; still, J say, them is not a court in C.*hri-tcndoin 
tiiiU will not deiiy liie validity of the title, and rebuke the 
arrojfanco of the' demand.*^ Poiiiiive law. then, ia ■ the 
itniy foundation of slaver,'. The authorities are numerous, 
if not numberless , to establish this position. I shall not 
*»in"um!)er this armimcnt by cilinji many of thorn. 'I he 
fi"W v.'hich 1 shall cite ^vili contain, a reference to the 
rr.-if. 

The grtnd reason ajiainst slavery given by Lord Mans- 
(ir-id, ill Soinerfcti's case, was, " that it is so intrinsically 
' (vrong that it is incapable of being introduced into any 
' conntry, on any reasons moral or politi'.al, and can only 
'.-i.ind on positive law." (20 State Trials, 

('hiof Justice Marshall says,*' that it [slavorj'] is contrary 
' !i) !lio law of nature, will scarcely be denied. That every 
' man has a natural right to the fruits of hi* own labor, is 
'c**ncralty admitted; and that no other person can right- 
' lully deprive him ot' those fruits and appropriate them 
' a^-amjt his will, seems to be the necessary result of this 
'admission." (Antelope, ,10 Wheat., 120.) 

" Tiie fust objeclitm," s.-iys Mr. Justice Best, ?!) the case 
"f Fvirba^ ami Cochrant^, "\vhich occurs to mo, in this case, 
i> that it does not aopear, in the special case, that the. right 
t'"> slaves e.vists in East Florida. Thai ri^M w jiot a. gtiie- 
rai but a lacal rigjit ;itought, therefore, 8o Iikvc been shown 
it existed in Florida, and that the dorendants knew of 
iis f .vistence. Assuming, however, that those facts did 
•ippnar, still, under the circumstances of this cjl«e, this ac- 
tion could not be inaiiit.tiiied. 

" TliG (nicstion is, were thes« persons slave* at thf t|i!ne 
wficn .Sir G. Cockburn refused to do the act which he Was 

•An anecdote, wliich I have on the best aatliorify,- t« notlnap- 
prnpriiite A fcr yea 2 ajro, n oitizenof thJ State of Connecticut 
n' Krondcd.lonvinx a betiiiid bim. He wrnt Jo the State of 
Mis.i«>ij.[,i where he fco'ic a eolor<d woman ag hl» coneubhie, h«d 
cliiMcu Ijy her, ne(iuirf<l propprty, and died. The «ife and heifs 
i'l Coiirn'Jtieut ciaimeii tlit proiterty acquired In Mi'i»i5(!lppl. 'I"hc 
eliiir. Hfia contestt'd. 'i'lie honor* ble IIknrv S. Foote. how « 
!^«-'iiat'jr fiom timt Jitafe, conducte<l the kiefence. He denied the 
li'.i'Mifthe v. ifc in Coinucticut, ttfflrmpi! that of the soncwblne 
lur chiMron in >fiF?:s!^;pi>i, an(,l cited the csi<c of Abraham 
airi Samti and ti;.'r:ir, to prove the lefrHlity and ihe projjrictv of 
I le ronciihirace, und ttie Divine ntilhority for it. And surtlr. 
if the Bihle urtinnient in favrvr of slavery !« »ound, Mr. Feoit S 
!.rg\;ir.c!): in /uvor of concubinage is cquaHy so. 



desired tudo? I am decidedly of opinion thai they wem 
no fonser slaves. The miuneiit they pi.it tlwir feel on hoanl 
of * British man of-war, not lying within the waten» of 
East Florida, (where undoubtedly tholaws of that country 
would prevail,) those i)ors!>t:\s who had K?foro teen slave* 
wore free. • * * Slavety is a local 
l;ivv, and therefore, if a man wishes to pfit«.-.ervo his shi\'t«, 
let him attach them to iiim by allbctioij, or make fast tho 
bars oC, their prisoni'or rivet well their chains ; for the in- 
stant thoi ffcl beyond tkc limits wkert slaisery u rreo'/niitd by 
tSa: local lata, thhyhace hrnkcii their chains, thcp have cuaped 
from thfir inlwii, and are frre.^^ (2 Barn. & t'ros., 'liiQ-7, 
Foriies t'*. Cochrane, 0., 3 Dow I. and fly land, 1)79.) 

" I am of opinion," says Holroyd, J., in the same ch#© 
"that accoriiig to Jlie principles of the Knglish law the 
risrht to slaves, even in a country where such rlghtn are 
recognized by law, must be cnnsidercfi as tbunded, not 
upr>}i the law of nature, but upon the particular law of that 
country." 

" The law of slavery is a law i« infitum ; and lehm a 
party frets on! of the la'rkory ir Acre iif prevaih, and oijt ol'tho 
power of hirt uristcr, and gets iitider the protection of an- 
other .power, without any wnuigf"' »,5;t done by t!»e party 
giving that protection, the right of the master, which ii 
founded on the municipal law o/tlie particular place only, doi^s 
not continue, and there is no right of action acainf>t a par- 
ty who merely receives the slave in that couptry, without 
doing anv wrongful act." 

'i'he definition of slavery given by the Roman Ittw im- 
plies that it is local : ServitiLs eat coniUiutio jariJi ^entinm^ 
quaifui.sdomiino aJieno, co.xin* ."«.tTURAM, sttbjicUur. 18 
Pick. Rep., ' 193, 1'ommonwpalth vs. Aves, Luu«f!-«rd w. 
Coquillon, 14 Martin's Rep. 403. " The relation of owner 
and slave is a crealionofthe municipal law." ') Marshall^ 
470, Ky., Rankin t?. Lydia. 1 Wash. C. V. Uftp.,^99, 
Uu'ler Iloppe?. 4 Wash. C. C. 993, Ex p^e girnnioR». 

Curry's Louisiana Rop.,473, Marie I^uise w iMurot et 
al. 

This point may bo presf^nted in anothnr light, Hy tM 
law of nature all men ar6 free, Uut in some G<5Ycfti- 
tnents the law of the State, upheld by the power of th* 
ytate, override'' the law of nature, and en<jltives a portion 
of the jMjoplt. The law of nature roi edos before this lecal- 
izod violence ; f«!t it iccedos no further than the TisgaliKeel 
vifrlc-ncc drives it back. VVtlhin the jurisdirlSc/Hiil limits 
o*' KUch States, then, slavery is tn tde fe^pa/, thowsilt it is 
no- m \Ai} ri;rht, Hut if ii alave passes out fjf the ^jMri^dic- 
tion wliere violence overpower* right, into a jurisdiction 
where right is superior to vioU-nco, he is then free; no? be- 
cause there is any change in the mati, but btM ause there ta 
a rh:uifi;e in flic laws to which the tnan h subject. 

There may, however, be stmse' further |M>sitiv5 law 
which, though it does not authorize the buying or selling 
01 a slave, still docs provide that an espajied or csciiping 
slave nriy be recaptured and redelivered into bordag*-.. 
Such is the third paragraph of the second sftctioti ofthci 
fourth article of the Oonstitiifion of the United Ffafei*. 
Such, too, is the act of Congress of February 19, I79S, pro,', 
viding for the recapture of fiigitit'e slaves. This, however,-' 
wtiold not be without imsitive law.. 

The debates in all the c(mvcntion8 for adopting the Con- 
stitution of the United .States, proceed upon the sitmnd 
that slavery dencnds Ufion |«t5itive l:iw for its eSisronce. 
If it did not,~-if ?i iiian who has a Sogal right to a slave iit 
VircinS.*. has a legal right to him anywhere, then the pro- 
vision in th? tVmslitution, and the art of I79;j, for rccap- 
tiirinj! fugitive aSaveji, would hnve bc^jn unnccfssar\'. 

On the south side of a boundarj- line, then, slavery tnay 
exist by force of positive law ; while, on the north xide, in 
the absence of any such law, slavery i« unlawful. A slave 
passing out of a jurisdiction where slaverj- is legnlixed, 
into a jnri--diction where it is not, becomes free, ft is ax 
ihoiich a man should micrafe from one of those f-'oiitli Hea 
islands, where cannibalism is legalized, and where llid 
public authoritic*, ace rdirig to the report.«i of traveller* 
not nnlv condemn and execute a crimiiial, hut dine on him, 
after he is ixrcuted,~\t is, I say, an though the subject of 
s"u h a government should migrate into Otis where raani 
balism is no' lawful, aniT where, therefore, thoush ho 
should be condemned and exernfed f*ir crime, it would b* ' 
no part of the senfenre or the. ceremony that he sh uid b© 
e:iten. He is out of cannibal jurif^iction. 

The right of freedom i.<! a natural right. It i« ti positive 
e.tistence. It is a moral entity. Like the right to life, it 
fwrtains, by the law of n.iture and of Ood, to every human 
being. Tliis mor.'tl right eontin'-tes lo esist until it is abol- 
ished. Some act abolishing thi.s freedom, then, must be 
pr«)ved ; it must be proved amrmatlvely, or else ihe fart of 
freedom remains. This is tho *olid and indestruciibio 
ground of the maxim, th-it slaverj' c«n exist only by pusl- 
tive law ; that it is a local institution; that the rijtht of 
freed.jtu ntust C\xi'. be ab >lt.*hed before slavery can exist. 
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% Rfy scconil posilion isthi.s: Thai a mnn's Icfrnl condi- 
i.'m 7)1(111 hr, r.!ian^n:l hij a change, in the Qovcnunrnt over Jiim, 
■w'tik kc rc.:nain.'iHi tke .-lanif, place., just, «,< cJf'cc.tiKilhj ai it. can 
bi: chansrvd by his rcminml lo another jdace, anil putliiiir hiiiL- 
Ke.lf vnilcr anuthcr government. The inluibitiints of Ihe 
Nurlh Ainurican colonics did not tli;i!ij;e tlieir place of 
residciico when tUey passed I'lvin under the Government of 
iireat Uriuin, and came under the Government of tlie 
Cmfedoration. The Mexic-in.s, inbabitiii'' tlic ilien States 
of Ca!if.-riiia and JVcw Mcxii:o, did not cfi in;j;e tlieir place 
of residence, wlien, on tlio shirticth day of May la.-t, they 
cpa:?cd to be citizens of llie Mexican Ueimblic, and became 
citizens, or r/iuwi citizoiH of the United i^latcs. Tlicir po- 
lilical relations .were clianfied, not by tlioir removal from 
under llie canopy of one government and placing them- 
selves undo? tile canopy of another government, but by the 
withdrawal of one govcriimeut from over them, and by the 
extension to them of ceriaii! vnlitiral rialits and capacities 
wadfir another government. IJefore tiii.s liiirtittli day of 
May, they could have cammitlcd treason against Mexico, 
Imt'not after it. llefore it, they could not commit treason 
iigaiast tiio United Stales; Imt'when they shall be citizens 
of the Union, they can. These vital chansjes in their re- 
lations arc without any change in tlioir residence. With- 
in my recollo'>tion, an old gentleman died in Massacliu- 
HotL-i, wlio had lived in five dilleicnt towns, but still re- 
miMncd where ))o was born, like one of the old oak 
trees, nn the old homoftead. 'i'iie jiart of the original town 
where lie v.-as iiorn had 'iceii set olF and incorporated into 
a now town J and that part of the sccmid town where lib 
lived, into a tliird; and .«o on, until he died in the fifth 
t.>wu, withoul any change of doinicil. Now, this man 
lived under the jurisdiction and by-laws of five towns, as 
thoy were successive!) incorporated over him. just as much 
us tJioiigh lie had struck his tent five times, and placed 
himself, by >nccessivo migrations, under five ditlcrent 
municipal jurisdictions. 

A similar .thiiiij must have happened to thousands of our 
fellow-citizens oi the Union: some of them at first lived 
under a foreign government ; then under one territorial 
gDvernmcnt i then under another; and at last have bo 
como citizens of a State, vi'ithout any change of doinicil 
Indeed, it would seem that nothing can be clearer than 
tlie proposition, wiiether regarded as a legal or a political 
Olio, fliuii tliat the laws and the jurisdiction may be chang- 
ed over a man wluf continues to rp'sidc in (he same ]»lacc, 
just as elluclually and as completely as a man may cliaiigo 
the laws and jiuisdictian over himself by removing to a 
dijTorent |i!aco. In many cases, ilio former works a more 
tlioriiiigh change thai! the latter.. The laws of Groit llri- 
taiu do !j;(t acUUDWledgo tj)5 I'ight of self-expiitriation ; 
Willie, at the same tiino', it is held, that the inhabitants of 
a fi;reign jiroviiice, incorporated Into the kingdom, 
cliaiigo (licir allegiuuca without changing their rc,-i- 
dcnce. 

li. My third proposition is. this : that thnpLrinlicllon under 
vkidi t.'iv. inhabitanU of what i.i now the, Dialrict of Columbia 
limd, prior t. j tke cr.g.iinn of the Vidrict by Maryland to the 
United S7((/fi.v, ira< ntterlij aud totally i'-haitged^ at the inomenl 
<»/ t/ie cftvM'.i/i, — at the mil me at when, accurdiiii^ to txeprovi- 
aiojiii of the Con.<t.ituuony they reused tj be r.itizena of the State 
of Maryland, and became eitizen.i of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

15;^' till? n th paragraph (llickoy's Constitution) of the 8lh 
Fcclion of tiio 1st article, tl is (irovided that Congress shall 
have power "to exercise exclusive Icgishiliim in all cases 
' whatsoever over siicli District, (not exceeding ten miles 
' sipiave,) as may, by cession of particular folates, and the 
' acceptaiu o (d" Ootigross, become the seat of the Uovern- 
' iiiciit ol the United 6?tatcs." 

Congress, then, has tjic jiower of solo and exclusive leg- 
islation "ill all f.asos wlsHtsoever," in regard to the Dis- 
trict t)t Columbia, What is t!i? meaning of the word "ex- 
clusive" ill this connection It cannot mean absolute and 
uncontndledi for, if it did, it would iiiuke Congress as sov- 
ereign as the Russian autocrat. It means that lui other 
goveriiinent, no other body of men whatever^ shall have 
ctuiciirrent power of legislation over the District ; nor, in- 
deed, any subordinate power, except wliat njay be derived 
from Congress. Over every man who is a citizen of oiio 
of the United rotates, there arts two !urisdictiims,-~{|ic ju- 
risdiction of the (.'enoral Covernment, and the jurisdiction 
of the E=iato government. There are two governments that 
h tvo iho power to legislate for him ; but there is only op.o 
power,— the Congress of the United iitatos, — that can leg- 
islate for a citizen of the District of Columbia. 

In Kendall vs. The United States, 12 I'elcrs, 524, it is 
said : *' There is in ilie District of Colum'iia la) division of 
' powers b(!iu <'ea the (Jeneral and tjtute govern mciits. 
' Conmv--: Iia-i the entire . imirol over the Disirsct, fur 
' t'very jmip.isj.' of government." 



Fo if has been held that a justice of the pc-'.co in t lo 
Distrirt of Columbia is an oflicer of fhc Govermnent of the 
United States, and is therefore exempt from mihiia duty. 
Wise iw. Withers, 3 Cranch, »31 ; 1 Cond. Uep., 55:2, 

A citizen of the District of Columbia is not a citizen of 
any one of the tfnitcd States. Hepburn ct al vs. lA\Qty, 2 

Cranch. 415 ; Westcott's Lessee vs. luhabitanta , 

Peters' C, C. R., 45. > ... • rv- 

Up to the time of the cession, tlie inhabitants of this Uia- 
tri.-t v/cre under two jurisdictions.— that (d ftfarylaiid and 
that of Congrfisf ; but after the cessiim, under tnat <d Con- 
gress alone. Now, when the Hiliabiiaiits cd this District 
liassed out of the jurisdiction of Maryland, and came under 
the exclusive jurisdiciion of Congress, let us see what wa.s 
the effect of such change of jurisdiction uiion them. _ 

In the act of Congress of 1790, chap. 98, sect. 1, which 
was an act for establishing the seat of government of the 
United State.1, there is the following clause: Provided, 
'iieverthckss, That the operation of the laws of th3 btato 
'fof AlaryVaudJ within such District shall not be airectccUiy 
nhis acceptance, until the time Jized for the remoral ufthe 
^frovernment thereto, and until Coiiip-ess shall othermse by Ir.io 
^jironide." 

Here, then, Congress cTprcM/t/ provided and contracted 
with the j^tatcof Maiylaiid. that the laws of Maryh^nd in 
this District should not be interfered with, until tne re- 
moval of the seal of government to this place; and Con- 
gress likewise impiiedltj provided and contracted, that when 
the seat (>f government should he reiimvod to this place, it 
would discharge the duty imposed upon it by the Constitu- 
liim of the United States, and would as<uiiie and exercise 
he *'excluisive legislation" provided for in that instrument. 
This act of Congress was approved on the 10th of July, 
1790 

H V the Maryland law.<! of 1701 , chap. 4.5, sect. % that State 
ceded to the United States the territory which now consti- 
tutes the District of Columbia, and the wor.ls of the cession 
are these : "in full and absolnto riaht, as well of soil af5 of 
'person, residing or to reside thereon,'? &.C. * * * pro- 
vided that the jurisdiction of the laws of Maryland "shall 
not cease or deterniino M»^(7 Contrrcus shall by law provide 
fjr tJie government thereof.''^ 

The state of the case, then, was simidy this: T. 'Ihc 
Constitution gave Congress power of "exclusive legisla- 
tiiui" over such district as might he cedcil for the' seal of 
government. 2, Congress, by the act of 179*), above re- 
ferred to, proi>osod to the State of Maryland to accept a 
portion ol her territory for this purpose, but engaged not to 
interfere with her laws until alter it had taken actual pos- 
sessiim of the ceded territory. 3. Maryland: accept pd the 
propoidtion, rehearsing the condition in these words; 
namely, that "the laws of Maryland shall not cease or de- 
termine until Congress shall by law provide for the gov- 
ernment thereof," 

I5y the P.th section of the act of 1790, rhap. i'S, Congress 
proviiled that it would remove to this District, and make 
this the seat of government, oil the first M(mday of Decem- 
ber, 1800. It did so ; and now its express duty under the 
('onstitiition, and itii imidicd promise to the State of Ma- 
ryland, were to be fulfiiied, by usercislng "exclusive legis- 
luiion" over this District. 

In fulfilment of thi!? dufv and promise. Congress, on the 
Grtli of February, 1801, by the act ot IS U, cli. 1."), proceed- 
ed to legislate for the District of Columbia; and, in the 
first section of thai act, it provided as Adlows: 

"jBc it enacted, df-c., 'i'hnt the laws of the StiUe of Virgin- ■ 
ia, as they now exist, shall be and continue in force in 
that part "the of District of Ccdumhia which was ceded by 
the .said State to the United States, an;! by them accepted 
for the perm inent seat of Government ; and that (he laws 
of the State of Maryland, as iJiny now exist, shall be and 
contiiine in force tn that part of the said District which 
was ceded by tliat State to the United States, and by them 
acceiited, as aforesaid." 

Ily this act, then, ( -ongress assnmed w c-Aercisc, and did 
exercise, lliat exclusive legislation over the District of 
Columbia, which had been provided for by the Consti- 
tution. 

That portion of the District which was ceded to Con- 
gress by Virginia, liaving ht-isn .rnreilcd lo that State i*v ihe 
act of Congress of .Inly U, 18 Hi, (si, 1^41!, ch. 35) all' that 
relates to it may, for the purposes of this argument, ho laid 
t)Ut of the (piestioii. 

Un the 27th diiy of February, ifeOl, then, the laws of ;\la- 
ryland, a* such, \/ere abrogated in tliis District. The leg- 
islative power of Congress became exchi«ivi'. All legisla- 
tive power previously jiossessed by Maryland over it, then 
ceased. The connecrtioii of Maryland with this District, as 
a part of its former territory, and occupicil by its former 
eiiizcns, was dissolved. It iiad no lousier any more legis- 
lative power over the District thai: Maine or Georgia iiad. 



HistoficaWy, wo may talfc about fh? laws of Marylantl, as all Ia«'.s whkh shall be necossart' a!!<l pfoiier for carrj if g 
they once existed Jicre ; but. practically, and as a matter of ihto oxcr.ufioii" the powers thai aro grunteil, 
strict law and fact, her laws were no loncer known within What power is gratiied to CongrMS, fur the exercise Of 
the District. 'I'lie l:iw.< whicH g(tyerned the people of this Which, the establlslittjcnt'of slavery irf ihi» PiHlrfet Is n 
district after Uio 27tli dav of Pebrnary. 1801, were the laws necessary means oi* prcliniinarj- ? Ctingrc?s has power to 
ofConeresR, ami not the laws of Maryland, lay and collect taxes j to borrow money ; to rejinla'io com- 

To show that tiiia part of the District passed otlt from mercp; to establish uniform nilcs iM" nattsrali'/atiort; to 
under the Rovcrnment of Maryland, and canio nnder iho «-m money j ik) punish countorfellers; to estahHiih iK>iit 
povemment of the L-nited States, I refer to; Reillyy appel- ofiices aiid pnst roads ; to promote the procrcss of science 
lant, v.i Lamar «t al., 2d Cranch 344, 1 Cond. Rep. 322, and the arts ; to establish courts j to define and ptmish 
wljore it IS Hiiid. «'Rv the separation of the District of Co- piraciifts on the high eoas; to declare war 3 to raise , tfrtd 
Muuihia from the State of Maryland, the residents iti tJiat support armies ; to provide and maintain a jiavy ; to oi" 
'liiii'tof Maryland wJiich became a part of the District, gfinizo and ritahitain a hiilitui ; and so fort h, abd so forth. 
''cea?ed to be citizens of the State." It was held. In that Hut to what gnc of all these jjowora, ia the power to c^tab- 
T.:iSG,t!iut a citizen of the District of Columbia could not be llsii slavery in the District ot Columbia a nec^K.ary inci- 
di--'char{?ed by the insolvent law of Maryland. dent f If slavery in the D^tricl «f Columbia AVefe to 

A citizen of the District of Columbia cannot maintain an cease to-day, cot^ld not the Ciovernimnit continue to eser- 
action in the circuit court of iho United States out of the ciso every tnnction w|iiis|j it hK<4 hcreioforo exercised? If 
Distric t, he not being a citizen of the State within»tho so, then the exiatenco-of slaver^' itj this District is tH*t 
sueaniuR ^)f the provision of the law of the United States ^ncccssary".to the exercise of avv of the exprossly fjrani' 
reimlatingtho juris.tic.tion (>f the courts of the United States, ed. I call U|H)n any gemletria*. to Mame any one jiowcr of 
Hepburn Vi OS. Fjll/py, 2(1 Cranch, 415, 1st Cond. Re]!., this Government which eatjnoi bq ejiercised, \n Imh nii*«t 
441. See also liOUghborouaVi t% Blakft, 5 Wheat., 317, and necessarily cease, if slavery sh-«ild cease to bo, lu tin* 
Levy Court «>r Washinijton vn, Ringeold, 5 Peters, 4r>L District of Columbia ^ "I pause fof ^ r#uly*". . \, , , . j> 

4. TJie next point ol imjuiry is, vifuU w tfic legal force and Well, then, if a \mver to edUibli«>h Blaverv in tills Di«- 
effect, upon thi: subject nf slavery, the act of Con^ms 0/ frict is not auioni; the grantcd'iKiwers, atid if it is not, nO' 
J801, bcftire cited 1 fts Words are : " That the lawa of the cesnary for the exercise of iiny <»no of iho granted twiver?, 
' State of Maryland, as they now exj,«t, shall be Continued then it is nowhere,— it docs nut. exist at .ill. 5>o pmver of 
* jn torcc in ihat part of said District wliich was ceded by Conuress, then, exi!i?ts, either for live creation or for the cou- 
' that State to the United States,'? &,c. And hert», I ac- liimanco of slavery in this Diatrict : and all the lejiiOatlon 
knowledse that the operati(ui of this clause is precisely the of Conyreas ujwn this subject i« beyond 6r .against the Cou- 
samo as though Congress had transcribed all the Miiryhmd 8lil\;nion. 

laws, word for word, and letter for letter, into its own Let me illustrate this in anothe? way. Suppose thcio 
statute book, with the clause prefixed, •* Be it enacted by had been a religious eptablishm,eni in Maryland at tiictime 
the Senate ami House of Represenuitives of the United of tho ceaslon ; gupposp undev the aii^plcuH of Lord Balli- 
States of Amerif-a in Congress assembl?'']^" aK«t tiie Presl- more, the Cathf^litt reltjiiem had been estal^Hshcd iis the rf- 
(len'yof the United States Inut nthxed bt« signature thereto. Hf?ion of liie State f and that, iuijrdor to punish heresy and 
I ackiKtwledue furiher, that the laws of .Matyhmd had le- secure wmformily to thereli{:iou of tlieSti^tc,an inquisititisi 
palized slavery wiibin the State of Maryland, and had de- had: been foundotl. ami t\mi the seat of that Itiquisjliort had 
fmed what classea of per^-ona might be held as slaves been within the limits of iho Dislriot of €oluml4,a, at 'he 
therein. time of the cession : could C4mgre8a, in the aliseiico of all 

But K by an means follows, because Cpngress proposed express orjmpUod authority pn the subject of e!«tabli.»U!ng 
to re-enact, in terms, for thii^ District, all the laws of a State relij-Aon, have uiihc'ld the Calhollc rcli-jion here, 
Maryland, that, therefore, it did re-enact them. It does and appointed the othcerij of the inquijllion to adminirster it ? 
not follow, that because twi» Lei»is5aiurc8 use the same The idea is ;«bhorrectl to the whole *pirii of the (^onsitttu- 
wnrtls, tliat the words must necessarily hate the samo tion. But Congress had ai* much jtowcr to esta^hi'h a na- 
etfect. It makes all the dilforence in ths worl^l, whether tional religion here, in the absence of all rtprcss or implied 
words are used by one po-ssessed of j)0vver, or by one tie- authori ty to do so, as 10 esiabllsh slavery here, 
void tif power. Congress nii<;ht pass a law in precisely Congress, then, does not and cannot io^ah'zc slavery jn 
the same words as those used by ths Parliament of Great this Di-trict. It found slavery in cxistcnf.e in the States; 
ISriiuin, and yet the law of Conjircss be Invalid and in- and it does notabolisU it, or interfere. with it, because it 
operaiivcs while the act ot Parliament would be valid and bafe no pt)Wer of "exclusivo legislation" in them- Uui 
binding. We have a written constitution; Great Britain C\mj{rc33 has a^i much rigltt.to {{o into any State. and atjol- 
has no written constitution. The Rritish Parliament, «b! ish slavery there, as any StaU3,oven Virginia. or M.\rj land, 
many svibjects has an anipler jurisdiction than the Ameri- I'l^s come into this District with itij laws and eatattiijih 
Clin Coufiress. The law of Ctuisress miBhtt bo nncoustiiu- slavcrj' here. ! supjiuse tljat w> jurist will contend that 
tional ami void, \>;;:l« that of the Rritish Parliament, Cmiiiress could have passed the act of 1*793, for the rpcap- 
fr.inied in precisely the same langua<;e, iiufiUl bo conslitu- ture of fugitive slaves, had It not been for the third clatise 
tional and binding. ' in the second section of the fourth aiticle of the i^onstim- 

So tJio lav.' of .Mao'hind.mifsht be vaiid under tfee con- lion, wiiich provuies for the redelivery of a fugitive 8tave, 
stiiiifion of Alary laiid, and therefore binding upon the oniJjs ilaim af his master. Ry this article in th? Consti- 
citizens of .Maryland ; while the law of t^ongress, thousii tulion, the case oifii,n^iiive i^ii&ivn]y U provided f<ir. If a 
framed in precisely the same words, woiild be rcpsigiuuit to master voluntJirily carries his slave into a fnf« StaiiUjUKl 
the Constitution of the United States, and therefore have the slave departs from his p<»si<€i«ion,hccai9noircfiaim hhf5. 
no validity. Why not? VVhy cannot Congress psiss a law, that If a 

Now thi.N is precisely the case here. Concress, in at- man takes a dozen slaves to Boston, and they there see fitjo 
tcinplin:; to re-enact the Maryland laws, to uphold slavery strike for wages, and to leave his {xrsscssion because their 
in this District, transcended the limits itf its conslitutituuil terms are not complieiA with,— why h it, I ask, that Con 
jMJwer. It aitod niiconstttutionaliy. It acted in plain con- aresi cannot pa.ta,a law authori-ziini; their eciisure and dc- 
travention of some of the plainest and nuKst obvious princi- livery into the ma«t4jr'»j hands? The reawm is, that the 
pics consecrated by the Con8tituti(m. If t?o, no one will Constitution has umfeired u(>^>n Congress jjo auc/i e.vprcgs 
dispute that it,s act is voitL f «io not deny, then, that Con-^ power, nor ta any such jH)wer implied as being neces>sar}' to 
t'ross used wonis of miliiciont amplitude to cover slavery ; the exercise of aiiy jjowflr that is expresfsed. An.! if Co»- 
iiut what I deny is, that it had any power to give legal tiress cannot so much as restore a »lave t<t a mjiiitcr, who 
furce to those words. has vohinlarily carried him into a free litate, how can it 

a My next prupusition, therefore, is this: that Con- cominue alavdry in this District, afier .Maryland ha.« ceded 
fircss ctiii dv )>ut!ni><f cjrcpjitnM tchat ii is empowered to do by it to this Government, whos& fundamental, orgaJJic law 
t'lr Cnns'iltifirjii, and i}.-; the Constitution docj not ciitpoincr it to givesit no power to rreaie or rxintinue *laver>- Jttrfi.' 
e^tahlish sLvcrij iicre, it cannot eatablisk dacerij here, nor con- Sup|>ose Maryland had ceded her share (;f fho Di^JTlct to 
iinunit. 3lassachusetls, wonld not every slave in it have been in- 

Where is there any ftt^ii-ci-j IK)wer given to Congress by pfantancously free by tl»D Constitution of Mjufsadiusettsf 
the Constitution to establish slavery f Where Is the article, They would have been transferred to a free jurisdfctum. — 
section, or clau.se? I demand to have the title showji. just as much ns an individual ownur of a slave pa.*gc-! 
ThdUiands of human beings are not to he robbed of all Uieir under a free jurisdiction, v. hen ho voluntarily t.jk«f8 hts 
dearo -it rights ; and tiiey and their children, forever, by sl.-.vo to the iS'orth. Tite lesal existence of slavery was 
straincl cojistnictions, or apocryplial authvsrlty, doomed. to annulled in this District, wh'?n Conarcss excrrise'd "ex- 
bondage. Wiii those who say tiial Conj^reas cannot estab- elusive" i«nver over it, just as much arf tbo debtor's ri^tu 
lish a banking iii.-^iitistion by construction, nor aid internal to be di<churged under ilso .Maryland bankrupt law was 
itnprovciii'. nt'*, n(«r ci:act a t.triir,— will they »ay I hat can annulled. 

make a man a slave, and all his posterity tTlaves, by con- But I jjo further Uian this ; and I say that the Constitu- 
stntctinn .- " tion not only does not empower Congfc^s t>> establish or 

iVor can any prtwcrto establish slavarj- be deduced from ctmtinue slavery in this Disuict^ but ajrain and auain, by 
tlie IPth clai!:-e nf the cth section ui' the' 1st article ur ili<^ tho stmniiest implSca tibn.* [vMnihW, itprijiiibUfl the txertiA 
Constitute;!, which gives Coiigre^s pjwer "to make of such a power. 



In regard to tliis whole matter of slavcFy, the Constitu- 
tion loitdics the snbjcci with an averted face. Tiie nb- 
liorreil word *'.y!ai;/!" is nowhere mentioned in it. The 
Constitution is ashamed to utter such a n-inie, Tho 
r.duiiiry, coming freah from that baptism of fire,— tho Anie- 
riciin Revoluiioii, — ^^wonld not profane its lips with this 
unhallowed Word. Hence, circumlocution is resorted to. 
It seeks to oscaite a guilty confession. Like a culprit, in 
whom 8(m»e loye of character still survives, it speaks of 
its offence witiumt culJintt it Ity name. It uses the repu- 
table and llonorahio word "persons," instead of thc'ac- 
cursed word "slaves*" As the Tyrian Clucen, about to 
perpetrate a* deed whicJi would conaipn Jicr character to 
infamy, called it by tho sacred name of "marriage," and 
cumiriitted it, — 

** Itoc ■pralex.it nomine culpam 

so tho Cionstitntion about to rc-cogin'zb tho most guilty and 
cruel of alt relatl(<ns between man and nianj sought to 
avert its eyes from the act, and to pacify the reaionsttances 
of conscienco against every participation in the crime, by 
liiding the deed under a reputable word. 
But let !!« \(Kin tothc prohibiiionj of the Constitution ; for 

I maintain tliat there is not only no power, express or im- 
plieif, in file Constitution anthorizitij; Congress to create or 
continuo siavcry in this District, but that it is debarred and 
prohibited from dt»ing so, again and again. 

I snpiKtsc no «ino will deny Ihut the positive prohibitions, 
against the exercise of cerfain enumerat-d powers, apply 

I I Congress, whbn leuislating for this District, just as mnch 
us when legislating fur tho Onion ;it largo. 'J liis doclrino 
has recently been Hronaly asserted by Mr. Calhoun in tho 
Senate of tho United States ; and, as I would ghnlly pro- 
duce convictiuii HI soniliern minds, I makt* use of this 
southern antiiotify. lie affirms that Congress, in legis- 
lating fur tlitt Tpr'rtlories, "ij subject to many and inipor-.. 
'taut restrictions antt conditions, of which some are ex- 
'presscd and others iinpli'd. Among the former may be 
•classed all tho general and nb.«tdnto prohihiiir.ns of the 
*(jOnslilufion ; that is, all Vhoso which pndiibit tlic exer- 
*ciso of cortiiin powers under any circnmstJinces, • fn this 
'class is included tho pndiibition of granting titles of no- 
'iiility ; passing rcymt/adrt lawiiand bills of attainder; tho 
'«ns|)ct1s!oii of the writ of Imhenn corpntt, except in certain 
•cases ; making laws respecting the establishment of re- 
'ligion, or its free oxorcise, and every otiier of liKo descrip- 
tion," 

Will any man say that Congress can pass an ex past 
facto law for this District, and dclend itsolf by rclerritjg li> 
it^ power of exclusive legislation over it f Can Coiigie«3 
puss a bill of attainder corrupting the blood of an inhabi- 
tant of this District, or repeal or suspend at any time, his 
right to a writ of liabcaa corpua^ or estal-lish a religion 
hero, or interdict the free exercifse thereof? No jurist, no 
ataicsnian will pretend it. 

lUlt thero is another prohibition in the Con--fitution 
every whit as full and explicit as any of these. Tito fifth 
krtic'io of aineiidmeni declares that " no pelipon shall bo 

deprived of lite, liberty or property, without due process 
of law " 

IJere tho Constitution uses the word "person".— tho most 
comprehensive word it conid find. "No I'EllvSOM shall bo 
deprived of life, nbei ty,or property, witiitmt due process of 
law." Now, what does this word "per?on" mean Or 
who, under the t^onslitutinn. is such a "person" as cannot 
bo deprived of life, liberty, or property, by virtus «f an uct 
of Congress, miChout dde proceas of taio ? Let us tako oar 
definition of the word "/WAvon" from the Constitutitm it- 
8clf: "Noyjrroo/i shall boa Kopresentativo, who shall not 
ftavo attained iho ii^e of twenty-five years," ulc, (see t2d 
clause of the 2d section of tho 1st article.) ' •Hoi)resenta- 
tives and direct taxes shall be apj)orti<mcd amont: the spvt 
eral States tvhich may be inclndod within tills Union, ac- 
cording U> their respective nutnbcrs, which shall be doter- 
niined by adding to tho whole number of free prrxonti, in- 
cluding ih'vse bound to service for a term of years and ex- 
rinding Indians not taxed, three filths of all other ptrxw).*, 
(:id clause of tho same section.") "No person shall ho a 
yenator who shall not have attained the age of tliirty years," 
&c., (1st art., ;id section, 3d clans©.) "No pcn«« Kliall bo 
convicted [of an impeachable offence, by the Senate,] wiih- 
otst the concurrence (M" two thirds," (1st art,, 3d section, 
6th clause.) "No prraon holding any offlce under the 
United t- tutos, shall bo a mcnibor of cither Mouse, during 
his continuance in ollicc," (Ist art., Cth section. 5d clause.) 
"Tlie migration or iinportalinn of such pemons as any of 
thp States now existinii shall thinlc projMjr to admit, shall 
not be proliit)iteil,"— "but a tax, or duty, may be Imposed 
on such iniparlation, not exceeding ten dollars for each 
pfri.0H," &.c,, (1st art., '.)th section, 1st ciansp.) "No jifr- 
son holdin;: any office of profit ortru.<it," "shall accept any 
present," &c,,(ls! ait., Otii section, ?lh clause.) "No pr- 
jron holding an »)tHce «if trust or profit under the United 
States, shall bo appointed an elector," (art. 2, section 1, 



clnnsD 2.) '•The electors shall meet in tlioir respective 
States and vote by ballot for twoprrsons^'^ &c. "I'he pev 
son having tiie greatest number of votes shall he the Presi- 
dent," &c "If no person have a majority," &c. "In 
every casO) after tho choice of tho President, the per-wj 
having th^ greatest numherof votes of (ho electors, shall be 
Vice President," (art. 2, section 1, clause 3.*) "No persfu 
except a natnral-born citi-/,en," &c., *'shall be eli«jible to 
the office of President : neither shall any prrsonha elidible 
to that office, who shall not have attained the aue of thirty- 
Svo years," See. "No person shall ho convicted of troasoh, 
unless on tho testimony of two witnesses," &c., (art. 3, 
section 3, clause 3.) "A pprson charged in any State with 
treason," 'itc, (art. 4, section 9, clause 2.) "No person 
held to service or labor," &c,, (art, 4, secibn Q. clause 3.) 

Now, it will bo seen from all this, that the woid "ptr- 
/fdn" is used in the Constitution In the most comprehensive 
acn.s&. It embraces Indians, if taxed ; it embraces natives 
of .Africa; it embraces apprentices and slaves, or fh5.»60 
held t3 service or labor; and it embraces every citizen 
from the huniblon to the highest, from the most true to 
the most ireSiSonablo It embraces all, from tho slave to 
the President of the United States. And after having 
used tho word to embrar.e all these classes and descrip- 
tions of men, it proceeds to say, in an amendment, 
that "no PEIlSON shail be Ai^rired of life, Ubertij, or 
property., wiUioul due process of iais.^' (Amendinont, ar- 
ticle 5 ) 

The law of Maryland ceded this District to Congrcas, 
"in full and absolute right, as well of soil as of pmojs, re- 
siding or to reside fharcin." 

Now Congress, in attempting to legalize slavery in the 
District of Ctdumbia, has pnn-ided in tersis, bv its adop- 
tion of tho Maryl.ind laws, that one man may hold anoth- 
er man in bondage in this District, "nvitho'jt due pro- 
cess ()k law," and indeed without any process of law ; 
may hold him in bondage from his birth; may beget him, 
and still hold him and his posterity in bondage. " Process 
of law " means legal proceedings. It is a phrase that does 
Hot pertain to the legislature, but to the cotirts. It means 
the institutitm of a suit in civil matters ; tho finding of an 
indictment, or an information in criminal ones; tlio issu- 
ing of suhpronas for witnesses, &c., m both. [See Art. 6 
of Amendments to the Constitution.] 

Now, a slave is a. person deprived of his liberty and pro- 
perty, without any process of law. Thcire has becti no 
" iirie" process of law to Veduce him to this niiserable'icon- 
diiion ; there has been no process of law at nl!. A slave, 
therolore. In this District, is deprived of his liberty and 
property, in pursuance of ihe laws of Congres'^, without 
rtjij/ loual process whatever, and thereforo in flagrant con- 
tradiction of the fifth av^ticlc of tho Amondments to ihe 
Constitution of the fjniied States. Honce, the act of Con- 
gress, purporting to continue the MiiryJanH Ja'.v3 rcspftcfirig 
slavery in this DLstricty was, and is, "and forever must be, 
until the Constituiion is altered, null and void. 

Theio js a striking historical fact in regard to the phra- 
seology o'f this fifth article of amendment. U» snb.'Jtanco 
was pro|)osed by several States. Virginia jjropnsi-d jt fii 
the following words : " No freeman ought to he taken, ini- 
' prisoned, or disseized of his freehold liberties, privileges, 
' or fratichiscs, or outlawed or exiled, or in any manner 
' destroyed or deprived of his life, lib"rtv, tir property, hut 
« by tho taw of the land." (See :t E!linti>s Debates, m3~ 
Pniccodiniis of Juno 27, 1788. Also, 4 Elliott's Debatea, 
516, for the sumo amendment, as proposed by tho State of 
New Vorlt. 

The Virginia amendment used the word "freeman.** 
If proiosed that no "freeman" should be deprived, &c. 
The New Y')rk amendment nscd the work "percoii." 
And tho amendment was adopted and ratified, almost in 
the words of the New York phraseology. The v.-ord per- 
son was chosen, and tiiereforo Congress has no constitn- 
tional power to depiive of life, liberty, or property, without, 
due process of law, any being; embraced in the definition of 
that word. Hy its own selection of words, it is dcbarreil 
not merely l"rom depriving a "/rcma/i," but from <lcpriv- 
in."? a person.-' 

When Congress attempted to legalize and porpefuate 
slavery in this District, it violated tho fourth article of the 
Amendments, which declares " the ri^iht of the people to 
bo secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures." If (Congress 
cannot ajxthorize domiciliary searches and seizures against 
a si'ngto individual, can it degrada a whole race /if tnen to 
the condition of slaves, and then sav that beraiise tlity are 
slaves, they shall mt bo "secure;'^ but shall ho at tho 
nuTcy of any nllcged master, in regard to their persons, — 
to bn commanded and restrained, to be bought and sold? 
If Congress cannot authorize searches an.l aoizures of 
% 

» This claujc in the Constitution in nnntilled : b'lt for all purj 
poses of (letcrinining the true intorprct*tii>n of wt/rdj, it is • 
good M v\et. 



Jiottses, papers and effects, can it get around tfio (.onstiiit- And now I will ocaipy the few Rjjmiies lUat arc lofl ma 

iion, by saying we will create a class iif jicrsons who Hiiail in ccmsidifriiig what scciiih to me \m only pkiisiWe nv&U' 

have no power of owning any houses, papers, or cfHycts, to nsent that ran lie nrt'od in favor of tfee cunstiutwnuUly ol 

be 8ctr?rclicd or seized? slavery in this District. 

Agai't : Congress shall pass^ " no bill of attainder." it may be said, that when a Terriforj is oblsiR-j! by one 

VVh;U is a bill of attainder ? It^is a bill that works cor- nation froin another, whether by continest or by treat v, 

ruption of blood. It disfranchises its object. It takes the laws u'hich governed thf< inhabitants at the tiote of the 

away from him the common privileges of a citi/.en. It conqtiest or r.essirOi, remain in force until they are alir*- 

makes a man incapable of acquirins, Inheriting, or trana- sj.ted by the laws <<f the conqiierina ut purchasiuc pnyer. 

inittin;; property ; incapsble of holding office, or acting as For tiii« principle, the authority of l.ord Mansfield, in tiio 

attorney for oihers; and it shuts the door of the courts case of Campbell vn. Hall, 1 Cow|Knr, 905, may l»e cito«l 

against hitn. These dii3abling consequences may rle.-»(;i?nd The decision of our own courts arc to the s.niic eJToct, 

to a man'K children after him, though this is not necessary. (See 52 (Jallii^tin's Ueiwrts, 501, United States, appt., w. 

Nuw, t(f pass such H bill is a thing which C'-tnurcss cannot Juan Percheman: 7 reters, .51, John-on rs. Mclntofb ; 8 

do. But when Congress undertook to legalize slavery in Wheat., .S-llJ.) I do not dispittt the authority of ihiH cane, 

this District, it undertook to do all this, and worse than But it does not touch the question I am arj^uinu ; or, so far 

a!! this. It attainted, not individuals merely, but a tvhole ns it bears upon it at all, it confirms the viewn I would 

race. A slave is an outlaw ; that i*, he cannot make a enforce. The principle is, that the cxistinjt laws remain in 

contract ; he cannot prosecute and defend iit court ; pro- force M«/infiey are abrogated. I agree to llti^. Dut in tho 

perty cannot be acquired by him, or devised to hluj, or case of the fJistrict of t'olumtHft, ther^ was a sfMiriiil 

transmitted tiiraugh him. A while man may give his tea- a^reeraent lietwoen Maryland and the Ifnitetl States, (iial 

timony agaitist him, but he cannot pivc his tcstiinuny as scmui as the United States shwitd ieirtstitte for (ho l)t»- 

aeainst a whiteman. He is despoiled of his /tto-am iciri!,!!^-., trict, the laws of Maryland, <u« such, shonld cprsc to be 

his birth-right. He cannot own the fwd or clothes lie has operative here. On iho 27Jh day of Febjuary, 18t»lj ihcre- 

carned. What is his, is his master's. And this corruption all the rij-hts which the cttJacons o^ this Diolnci p»s- 

of blood, which the law of sUvcry works, docs not slop »ea«ed, they (jossesscd nndcr the law of Consress, and siot 

with the firft, nor with the second scneration,— not with uu'ler ihc law of .Mao'l-ifd. On the day prtcedins., a citi- 

the tenth nor the ten thousandth ; hut by the theory of the zen could have voted for Oovcrnof orotner .Stafe oflVcers of 

laWv socs on forever. Bills of attainder, diiriti<; the history MarylaJid ; on the day following, ho could no lunaf^r votw 

of the worst periods of the world, have applied to iitdivi- fi>r n'ny such (),fllcer. On the day prcrrding, hf could have 

duJils only, or Rt most to a family. Kut here, Con^^res^^, in voted for electors of President and Vice President of the 

defiance ol the C.ujsfi'ution, has undertaken to oshildish a United States ; on the day following, he was bereft of all 

degraded caste in society-, and to perpetuate it thniuch all such right of tJjc elective franrhisc, and must accci?4 snch 

geuerati(ms. .\ow, can any rcascuiable man titr a moment officpr.i ami legislators as the rest of the country might 

suppose tliat t!ie Constitution meant to debar C(vieroHs choose 1o elect foe Jjim. On the day nretf dim;, he might, 

from passing acts of attainder agaiUf-t individuals, hot to in the charact/jr of an insolvent debtor, have been di.*- 

pcrmit it to pass wholesale, sweeping laws, working dis- cliargcd under the ins<'lvcni laws of Maryland j on the 

franchisen>ent of an entire race, and entailing degradation day following, he could no longer bo discharged^, 

forever ? On the dny preceding, he might have been required, 

Let us lorik at another general prohibition of ilie Consti- though a justice of the jwaco of the 8tato of .Mar>'l»tid, to 
tution : "No title of nobility shrtll bo granted i>y the Unit«!d perftinn militia duty : but on theday folln^ving, if coinmis* 
States," (art. 1, section 9, clause 8.) "The d'i.>tincti<m of stoned as a justice of the peace ol the District of Colufn< 
rank and Inmors," says lilackiitone "is necessary in every bia, he could not Iw compelled to pcrfonn inilifin dw\\ bp- 
wcll-govcrnod State, in order to reward such as are cm- cause ho xvould, in siich case, bo an offirerof the l/ntlied 
inent for their servires to the public" Hut t|)e framcrs of States. On tiie day preceding, he might huve suetl In tlie 
the t.:on^<titi!tion did not think so; the peojile of the United circuit court of thn United States, as being a «iliMn «'f 
States did not think so j and therefore they incorporated a Maryland ; hut, on the day following, be cinilid not so sue, 
provision into tlieir organic law that "no title of nobility because ho had ceased to bo a citizen of a State Thusi 
sh. uld he granted." But it nsattcr.^ not vvhethpr the fa- the chauijo of jurisdiction over hitn ^Jt'p'/ivcd hini of wune 
vored individual in called ••Marquess" or*' Master;" If be privile-ie?", and relisvcd him from sama hiirdenti. It do- 
it: invest/'d liy the Oivernmcnt ivith a jDonopoly f)f righu prived him ol U»esg privileges, and relieved hjin frtMn 
and privileges, in virtue of his title and its Icgaf incidents, lhp.se burdcns,(notwithstanding the set of Congress Imd 
witiiont any ciirrosptrtuUng civil duties, he itVlung-* to as 5=!tid, iri unambiguouii words, '*ihe laws of tha J^tato of 
order ol" nobility ,— he is a hiihleman. Mr. McDijffie defends ' Maryland, as the r jiow r.nitr, shall tNi and contintti: in 
the iuftituiiiui of slavery, on the ground thnt ii establishes '/wrcp in that part of the said District which wjis ced«?ti 
the hiifliest of all ranks and the broadoiit of ali distinctions 'by that .'^issc to the United State*." But the most mo- 
hctwcen men. He says no nation has yet existed which nienfous change which was wniught hy the transfer of the 
hits not in some form croiited the disiiiiction of classes, — citizen fwm the juried ic.t ion of Maryland to the jurisdic- 
such as p itrician and plebeian, or citizen and helut, or lt>rd tion of the United Stale.-", was that, which made it i»ip;>s 
and ciinunoncr. — and that the in.stitiiiion of shivery stands *=ihle for him .my longer to hold a slave. Under the law.* 
here in.'dead of these orilcr.^. and .supersedes tlieui all, hy of Maryland, no 'night have hrid his slave, for her staiutej* 
being equivalent to them all. Now, i.-« it nut inronceivablo had leiKlizcd slavery; bin undor the Constituticn of ljj« 
that the Constitution should inJerdirt the lip.-towmcnt of United Hiates, ho coiild not ludd a slave for that (Jonsli- 
Jipeciul favors t«» distinguished individuals tbr Meritorious ttiiiou had given Coogresa mo pftwer to legrjizc slavery in 
servicos, and yet shotlld authorize Con!:re.-<s to confer the this District, and had gone so far as to make prohibitlonii 
highest of ali earthly prerogatives, — ihe prcroaative over agatui't it. HI? right to hold slaves then e.Tidred, or ffll, 
property, liberty, and volition itself, upon one class of men like his right to vote for United States ofllc4!r«, or fi<r Malo 
over another class of men ? Yet if Citnsres.-i « a • create or officers, or his right to l>e discharged under Iho Maryland 
Irgalizo .slavery, it can establish the worst order of nobility iU'i.dvcRt law, or his right to.«ue in certain coiarfs, &c.i&c. 
that ever exi ted. It can give to one clioi.s of men the 0ns point more, sir and 1 have done: Why, says mjr 
power lo own and to control, to punish and to despoil an- opin.nent, did not the rialit to hold slaves continue after 
other class ; to sell father, mother, wife and children, into the change of juri^^diction is» woii as th9 right lo hold 
bondage. To prohibit Congress from doin;: one of these hor.«e» ? For the pjaincst of all reasons, I answer : for lh« 
things, imd tfi permit it to do the other, is straining at a reason th.tt a horse is jrrnprrfy by the universal conj^ent of 
gnat, while swallowing a camel,— a whole caravan of mankind, by the rccopniticm of ever>' civilized Cf«irt in 
samels 1 Christendom. withi:)ut any }K»sitive law declaring It to ht 

Hut the same clause in the ConsHlution which gives, the subject of ownership. But a man is n<rt proj>ertv, 

Congress the power of e.xclusivo Icgislatinu over this Di.s- without pttsiiive la'^v ; without a Jaw dcrtarin{{ hint to be 

iricf, also empowers it ^' to excrci.se like aitihurity over all the .subject of ownership. There was such a {>o«itive linv 
• places purdKised by the consent of the Legislature of in .Marjyland ; but (jongresa, for want of cnnstitufionai 
' the J-"tate, in which the satnc sha!! he, for Uie erection of authority , could not cn.irt, revive, or continue it. And 

' forts, Htiigiixines, arsenals, dock-vanis, and other needful such 1 verily believe would have been th<« deci,*ion of ihs 

•buildings" If, tlien. Congress has jiny con.-titiitional Supreme Court of the United Hiates, had the question 

ptiwertolegalizeKlaverylnthisDistrict.it ha< the ^ame been c.irried before them immediately SMb.^equent to tiie 

power to leuaiize it fthii't i.«, to create if) in all places hi art of 1601. But now, as slavery ii:«s existpd pr4ctfcally 

the StiUe of .Miissachiisetts or New York, or -ny other, in this District for half a cen'ury, it is pnipcr to pas.i a law 

where it may have ohtiu.ned territory frmn a f=t;i'fe for a .ib(dishing it. It is betfrr, under the present circumstances, 

fort, mrt;£:izine, arsenal, dock-yard, or otjier needful build- that slavery "hould be abolished here by a laxv of Congre."W, 

ing, \Vh»?re it has obtained hind in the middle ofa city, — than by ll'o derision of a court becau«« C.-j^grf-sx can 

rhiladelplii;!, \ew York, Bosttm, or ('iiirat'o,— for a cos- provide an indenmity for the owners, end let the t=\iive* go 

tom-honse, it may create slaverj- there. 'Ihe power to do fa-e. P.ut should it be ab'ilished by a legal adjudication, 

thii- is conferred in precisely the S Tue Woris as the power every sla\'o would bo hurried aw.iy to ihe.S'ouih, .indst>ld^ 

l>y which ii has been held that slaverv can l*e estabhshed he and his descendants, into perpjtual bondage, 

in the District of Columbia. ' „ 



